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Ground-breaking ceremony marks start of construction at Gateway 14 

Construction is officially underway at Gateway 14 – the multi-million-pound business, 
innovation and logistics development in Stowmarket. 

The ‘ground-breaking’ ceremony saw Mid Suffolk District Council leader Cllr Suzie 
Morley put the first spade in the ground on the site, which is set to create 
hundreds of jobs for the district, boost the local economy and attract investment 
into the region. 

The development, by Gateway 14 Ltd (wholly owned by Mid Suffolk District Council) 
and development manager, Jaynic, will provide a new base for manufacturing, 
logistics and R&D businesses as well as providing innovation space for smaller and 
start-up businesses. 

Cllr Suzie Morley, Mid Suffolk District Council leader, said: 

“This is a hugely important development for Mid Suffolk and the wider region. 
Gateway 14 has the potential to not only attract businesses to the area but also 
create a range of employment opportunities in the district.  It is a key part of our 
vision in building a thriving and sustainable future for the residents and 
communities of Mid Suffolk.” 

Gateway 14 chair Sir Christopher Haworth said: 

“This ground-breaking marks a significant milestone in the development of Gateway 
14 and will open up the park for the construction of the first buildings. I am 
delighted that we have an excellent team to deliver this project and look forward to 
working with them to create a landmark development that is high-quality, 
sustainable, and fit for the future.” 

Nic Rumsey, managing director, Jaynic, the development managers for the project 
said: 

“The start on site is the culmination of several years working up the scheme and 
obtaining a revised holistic planning consent for the whole development.  Mid 
Suffolk District Council’s vision is strong, and we are thrilled to be part of it – 
creating this exciting scheme that will provide many jobs for the surrounding 
districts and the region.” 

In addition, Gateway 14 benefits from being part of Freeport East, one of only eight 
Freeports in the UK. 

The Freeport status will provide many businesses on Gateway 14 with a range 
benefits including a suite of tax reliefs and simplified customs arrangements. 

Today’s ground-breaking marks the first physical development across any of the 
Freeport East sites which include Felixstowe, Harwich and four customs sites. 

George Kieffer, Acting Chairman of Freeport East said: 



Report from Cllr Hadingham for parish councils – May 2022 

“Freeport East is a transformational initiative providing a total of 275 hectares of 
development opportunities in an area around the ports of Felixstowe and Harwich. 
Freeport status will attract new and additional investment in world-leading 
infrastructure and innovation, driving the Green Industrial Revolution and providing 
extensive re-skilling and up-skilling opportunities to transform the life chances of 
thousands of people. 

“Today’s ground-breaking ceremony represents the first tangible step on this exciting 
journey.” 

Located close to junction 50 of the A14 near Stowmarket, the 2.45m sq ft site, the 
landmark development is designed to a high specification with sustainability at the 
centre with features such as EV charging, LED lighting, solar PV, smart energy 
systems and rainwater harvesting. The development will meet a minimum BREEAM 
rating of Very Good and excellent wherever possible. 

Accessibility through and around the development is a key feature with significant 
walking and cycling routes being integrated along with access to public transport 
links and local amenities. 

Biodiversity on the site is also a priority, with high-quality landscaping, green 
corridors and nesting boxes all being introduced across the site to support not only 
the wildlife and ecology but also to create a vibrant, attraction and healthy working 
environment for employees. 

The infrastructure contract worth £6.4m was recently awarded to Jackson Civil 
Engineering Ltd and is expected to be completed by early 2023.  This includes 
building the new main estate road from the roundabout on the A1120, providing 
direct access into the development, the installation of a new toucan pedestrian 
crossing on the A1120 to the retail development on the opposite side of the road; 
gas, water and electricity mains, foul and drainage water, footpaths, and cycle 
lanes, the stopping up of Mill Lane and a bund to the Clamps Farm boundary.  

Gateway 14 offers a prime location for manufacturing and logistics with its position 
along the A14 providing easy access to Ipswich, Cambridge and up to the Midlands 
as well as to the port at Felixstowe. 

Find out more by visiting the Gateway 14 website and the Freeport East website. 

Council tax energy rebates – payments underway to help  

with rising costs 

Payments of the Government’s £150 energy rebate are now well underway for 
eligible households across Babergh and Mid Suffolk. 

We are responsible for administering the council tax energy rebate for more than 
66,000 households across our districts, as part of measures to protect residents 
from rising energy bills. 

http://www.gateway14.com/
http://www.freeporteast.com/
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There is one payment per household, regardless of the number of occupants or 
council taxpayers named on the bill. 

Payments have started with those who pay their council tax by direct debit as we 
already have bank details for these residents.  If you pay your council tax by direct 
debit, you do not need to contact us. Your payment will be made direct to your 
bank during April/May. 

If you don’t currently pay your council tax bill by Direct Debit, we will write to you 
over coming weeks with details of the process to be followed to receive the 
payment.   

In the meantime, please be wary of potential scams and do not give out your 
personal information or bank details in response to texts, emails or phone calls.  

Find out more on our website 

Councils join forces with GPs to keep residents fit 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have expanded their GP referral schemes 
to include Hadleigh, providing tailored support for residents to improve their health 
and wellbeing. 

In partnership with local health partners and the councils’ leisure providers – 
Abbeycroft Leisure and Everyone Active - both councils are continuing to grow the 
number of GP referral programmes at their leisure centres. 

Through the programmes, doctors refer patients with common medical conditions 
such as obesity, hypertension, or type 2 diabetes, to the councils’ local gyms for a 
programme of tailored exercise over a set period. 

Once on the road to recovery, patients are then encouraged to continue their 
rehabilitation and improved health through a longer-term membership. 

Last month, Hadleigh Pool and Leisure became the latest to join the growing list. It 
will be a one-year pilot to test demand, funded by the NHS Ipswich and East 
Suffolk Clinical Commissioning Group. 

It builds on the already well-established programme at Kingfisher Leisure Centre in 
Sudbury, funded by the NHS West Suffolk Clinical Commissioning Group. 

A programme is also available at Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre in Stowmarket, with 
one also soon to launch at Stradbroke Pool and Fitness Centre, ensuring support 
for residents across the two districts. 

Hundreds of Babergh and Mid Suffolk patients have been supported via the 
schemes since their inception. 

The schemes form part of councils’ commitment to supporting residents with their 
health, wellbeing, and recovery post-Covid, as set out in their wellbeing strategy. 

Mid Suffolk’s cabinet member for health and wellbeing, Cllr Harry Richardson, said: 

https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/council-tax/council-tax-and-parish-charges/council-tax-online-bill/
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/communities/health-and-wellbeing/
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“Investing in our residents’ health is a very real example of our commitment to 
wellbeing. 

“We want to work closely with our local health partners and Everyone Active, as our 
leisure provider, to support residents to get active and create long lasting healthy 
behaviours for the future. 

“Through the programmes, trained staff can tailor exercises to the needs of each 
patient, whether for rehabilitation, in preparation for an operation, or to lose weight 
for example. So, we can support everyone, no matter their circumstances, on their 
way to a healthier, more active lifestyle.” 

Sophie Towler has multiple sclerosis and uses the GP referral scheme at Mid Suffolk 
Leisure Centre. 

She said: 

“The staff at Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre are very supportive and have helped me to 
regain my confidence. 

“I no longer focus on what I can’t do and am enjoying receiving help in managing 
my symptoms thanks to the scheme.” 

Councils announce more accessible facilities 

Four new Changing Places facilities will be created in key visitor locations in 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk following a successful bid for grant funding for almost 
£200,000. 

Changing Places facilities are larger accessible toilets that feature specialist 
equipment such as hoists, privacy screens, adult-sized changing benches, peninsula 
toilets with ample space for carers. 

Working with key partners to identify suitable locations, Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
District Councils were awarded the full allocation of their bid, meaning that each 
district will benefit from two Changing Places facilities. 

In Mid Suffolk, the council has worked with the Food Museum, formerly the Museum 
of East Anglian Life, in Stowmarket, as well as Stradbroke Swimming Pool and 
Fitness Centre, run by operator Everyone Active, to agree the new Changing Places 
facilities. 

Jenny Cousins, director, Food Museum, commented: 

“We are really thrilled that we are going to be able to build a Changing Places 
facility in Stowmarket town centre. Many people will really benefit from access to 
these facilities and it’s really important in enabling people to leave their homes and 
live a full life.” 
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Simon Fearn, Everyone Active’s regional contract manager, said: 

“We are very pleased that Changing Places is coming to Stradbroke Swimming Pool 
and Fitness Centre as it will enhance the inclusivity of the site and encourage as 
many people in the community as possible to get active.” 

Cllr Suzie Morley, leader, Mid Suffolk District Council, said: 

“It is hugely important that all residents and visitors to our district can access the 
appropriate facilities for them. The funding for two new Changing Places toilets will 
go a long way in meeting the needs of visitors to Stowmarket and Stradbroke, as 
well as those visiting Needham Lake which also has a new Changing Places facility.” 

The funding provided to each district was based on several factors including the 
current provision of Changing Places toilets, and the proportion of a local 
authority’s population which are classified as disabled based on 2011 census data 

 

Playing Our Part to Support Ukrainian Refugees 

Both Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have pledged their full backing for 
the Ukrainian people, with support for refugees arriving in our districts as part of 
the Homes for Ukraine scheme. 

Both councils are represented on Suffolk’s Ukraine Task Group alongside 
representatives from the county’s other local authorities, three Clinical 
Commissioning Groups, Health Outreach, Suffolk police, Suffolk Refugee Support, 
Anglia Care Trust and Community Action Suffolk.  

Our officers are responsible for carrying out property inspections of homes once 
sponsors in Babergh and Mid Suffolk are matched with a Ukraine family or 
individual by the Home Office. We are working hard to ensure homes are 
appropriate and safe as quickly as possible. More information is available on our 
website, including how to sign up for a weekly email update. 

 

 

I hope to see you all soon, 

With kind regards, 

Lavinia.  

 

 

Lavinia Hadingham  

MSDC Ward Member for Fressingfield  
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Cabinet Member for Housing  

01986 782313 

07720094437 

Data Protection Privacy Notice: 

I will treat as confidential all personal information you give to me. I may need to 
pass on this information to others so they can help you. I will handle the 
information you give me in line with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 
2018. A privacy statement explaining more about what information I collect and how 
it is processed is available by clicking here. Your Right to Information or going 
to https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/the-council/your-right-to-information/ 

 

https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/the-council/your-right-to-information/

