
 

Fressingfield Parish Council 

The Stooks 

Feaveryears Yard 

Fressingfield 

IP21 5PG 

 

For the attention of Mr Andy Parris 

 

23rd December 2021 

 

Dear Andy 

 

ACCESS ROAD TO FRESSINGFIELD SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

ASSESSMENT OF ROAD CONDITION 

 

Further to our previous correspondence, I can report that we have received topographical 

survey of the access road to the Sports and Social Club in November and also that we carried 

out a detailed inspection on the 16th December 2021. 

 

I have summarised our findings on the attached drawing but will provide more description of 

the items and condition below. 

 

The track is generally around 100mm thick likely reinforced concrete in mostly reasonable 

condition. The concrete has experienced shrinkage cracking due to having too few joints and 

most joints are now in need of repair. The joints and cracks do not generally look to present 

immediate structural issues but will be allowing the ingress of water which is ultimately the 

most common cause of pavement failure. Maintenance of the joints and cracks is recommended 

involving chasing out and replacing with flexible sealant. 

 

Contributing to failure of the road will be the increase in loading, likely to have resulted from 

the use of the car park for glass recycling and consequent increase in heavy vehicle traffic to 

collect the glass. The pavement would not now be considered adequately thick for regular 

trafficking of this type. Two areas have been highlighted as in failure and requiring replacement 

and photographs are included. 

 

A further significant threat to the long-term stability of the road, that you will be aware of, is 

the erosion of the watercourse bank retaining the eastern edge of the road. The watercourse is 

certainly active and relatively busy with flow assumed to take place for the majority of the time 

and from anecdotal account this is occasionally high with blockages capable of causing 

flooding at road level. As shown in the attached photographs, some sections of bank have been 

eroded completely from the road edge and undermining of the supporting road formation 

material is taking place. 

 

This effectively leaves sections of the road edge cantilevered in which state it will be unable to 

support much load at all. Direct trafficking of these edges is likely to result in immediate 

cracking and failure of the edge.  

 



 

From our inspection, we identified that around 40% of the road length has bank erosion 

sufficient to expose the full depth of the concrete and slumping away from the road is occurring. 

Of this 40% maybe 10% (of the road length) appears to be actively undermined. To ensure the 

long-term stability of the road we would therefore recommend measures to support at least 

40% of the road if not all. 

 

Due to the limited cross-sectional space in the watercourse, it is hard to see any solution other 

than some form of retaining structure with mass concrete backfill to reinstate undermined 

sections. We have suggested a process to provide this support using sand/cement bags and 

concrete backfill which is at the more economical end of retaining structures. Temporary works 

to damn and over-pump or pipe sections of the ditch, if not in a completely dry season, would 

be required and also temporary propping of the bag wall during backfill pouring. 

 

We would also note that permission from the flood authority would be required for any works 

in the watercourse and particularly here where some obstruction of the existing watercourse is 

a likely result. To counter this potential obstruction, we have shown a suggested slight 

widening of the ditch base on the side away from the road and general cleaning and cutting 

back along the ditch would be required. As the ditch is not designated a main river, the relevant 

authority would be Suffolk County Council as the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) and we 

would recommend early discussions of any proposals with them and submission for Ordinary 

Watercourse Consent. 

 

We would suggest that this report and findings could be used to initiate discussions with 

contractors in order to obtain some idea of budget costing for the recommended works, in order 

to continue the assessment with some idea of what can be achieved against available budget. 

 

We have included examples of the features discussed below and would be happy to discuss our 

findings further once you have reviewed. 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

R G Wigzell 

BSc (Hons) CEng MICE MIHT 

For and on behalf of 

INGENT CONSULTING ENGINEERS Ltd 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Typical Joint in Road – to be raked and filled 

 

 
Typical crack in road – to be cut and filled 



 

 
Section of road to be replaced at start 

 

 
Section of road to be replaced at car park end 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Section where bank has fallen away completely from the road and undermining is taking place 

 

 
Active undermining – around 10% of road length 

 

 

 



 

 
Section where bank has fallen away to expose full depth of road but undermining not yet started – around 30% 

of road length 

 

 
Bank is still present against road and providing some support although likely to be softening – around 60% of 

length. 


