
An update on Covid-19 in Suffolk 
  
We continue to play our part in response to the pandemic, alongside public sector colleagues 
within the Suffolk Resilience Forum, supporting in the event of local outbreaks as well as 
continuing to offer support to our communities and businesses.  Please see the council 
website for more information. 

  
Councils’ Joint Local Plan examination to reconvene in September 

Hearing sessions for the examination of our councils' Joint Local Plan are expected to resume 
again in September following a change of date – enabling them to be fully inclusive, whilst 
also ensuring public safety during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  
It is anticipated that the hearing sessions for the examination of B abergh and Mid 
Suffolk District Councils’ Joint Local Plan will resume again in September – enabling fully 
inclusive hearing sessions, whilst also ensuring public safety during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

B oth councils had originally sought to hold the examination hearings predominantly in 
person, with the Joint Local Plan’s independent Inspectors fully supporting this decision. 

However, in response to concerns from participants about the Covid-related 
implications of attending in person, as well as recognition of the Government’s roadmap 
for reopening potentially being delayed, it was decided last month to seek a fully 
blended approach to the hearing sessions. 

The aim of this was to allow participants to attend in person, whilst adhering to current 
Covid guidelines, or join the hearing virtually. 

This was an ambitious approach to ensure that the distr icts’ communities and other 
stakeholders could participate in the examination fully, as B abergh and Mid Suffolk 
District Councils continue to embrace new ways of working to ensure public safety 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Despite this innovative setup being thoroughly tested prior to the hearing sessions, 
technical hosting difficulties were experienced on the first day of the public 
examination, Monday June 21, which resulted in the proceedings not being able to meet 
the required needs of participants. 

Although those involved worked tirelessly to resolve these difficulties by the following 
day, Tuesday June 22, and they were provisionally solved, it was agreed with the 
Inspectors that neither party wanted to run the r isk of these reoccurring. 

It is anticipated that the Stage 1 sessions originally scheduled for June and July will now 
take place over a concentrated period from September, and it is  envisaged that the 
Stage 2 hearing sessions will continue to be able to place in mid-Autumn as originally 
planned. 

This change of date will enable the examination to be conducted effectively and ensure 
inclusivity for every participant. 



Appropriate notice will be provided to all who made a representation to the Regulation 
19 consultation, so that if they wish to participate in the hearings they are able to do so. 

Further information for anyone who wishes to follow the proceedings will be published 
on the councils’ dedicated Joint Local Plan examination webpage nearer the time. 

Next steps for councils’ biodiversity and climate change plans agreed 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have given the go ahead for £97k for projects aimed 
at boosting biodiversity and tackling climate change across their districts.   

Mid Suffolk District Council have given the green light for £38,678 to go towards 
biodiversity mapping and a tree canopy survey across both distr icts. The work is based 
on outline costs agreed as part of the councils’ B iodiversity Action Plan, and includes 
funding from Suffolk B iodiversity Information Service (SBIS). 

The mapping - already underway - covers wildlife corridors and council-owned public 
realm sites, as well as county wildlife sites and local nature reserves. It is  a fundamental 
step for the councils’ B iodiversity Action Plan as it will determine suitable locations for 
tree and hedge planting, and identify wildlife habitats and local green spaces. 
 
A tree canopy survey, to be carried out by Treeconomics using field surveying and 
satellite data, will enable the councils to create a more accurate inventory of their  own 
tree stock. Its aim is to improve tree management, and allow for better planning for 
future tree coverage across the distr ict. 

The survey’s findings will be made publicly available via an interactive database, with 
measures including: 

• how much carbon dioxide the trees store or draw from the atmosphere 
• how the trees help reduce pollution and drain away rainwater (known as 

surface runoff) 
• tree coverage for each ward 
• quality and make up of tree coverage, including where possible, the 

progress of diseases such as ash dieback and chronic oak decline 
• the trees’ asset value 

The mapping work, undertaken jointly by SB IS and Suffolk Wildlife Trust, and tree 
canopy survey are expected to be completed by Autumn this year. The councils are also 
already engaging with parish and town councils over suitable locations for wildflower 
areas and tree planting in the distr icts. 

 
Joint Overview & Scrutiny Committee approves CIFCO plans for 2021/22  
Councillors on Overview & Scrutiny have approved CIFCO’s annual business plan ahead of 
its review by Full Council, with the property investment company having now brought in more 
than £5.4m to help fund services and projects for residents in Babergh and Mid Suffolk.   

 

  

http://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/new-joint-local-plan/joint-local-plan-submission/joint-local-plan-examination/
https://baberghmidsuffolk.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s20689/Appendix%20A%20-%20Biodiversity%20Action%20Plan.pdf
https://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/
https://www.treeconomics.co.uk/


Weight for it… £2.2m refurbishment means healthy future for Mid Suffolk 

  
Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre opened its doors last month on its new £2.2m upgrade and 
extension, supporting residents’ health and wellbeing with upgraded gym, poolside features 
and changing rooms.   
The funds also included a £200k council investment to refresh facilities at Stradbroke 
Swimming Pool and Fitness Centre which were completed last year. 
  
 
 
 Work underway on visitor centre and café for Needham Lake  

Work has now started on the new café and visitor centre at Needham Lake – improving 
facilities at the popular tourist attraction, as well as boosting visitor numbers and spend in the 
local high street.   

As one of the region’s most visited free tourism attractions, Needham Lake will have 
even more to offer visitors with a range of brand-new facilities including a new café with 
outdoor seating, a community events space, and a Changing Places facility with fully 
accessible and spacious toilets. 

It is hoped that the new facilities will help boost visitor numbers and support the local 
economy and encourage more people to enjoy a range of outdoor leisure pursuits. 

The new building has been designed to complement the surrounding natural 
environment and meets Mid Suffolk District Councils’ climate change ambitions with 
several green features including the introduction of bird boxes for feathered residents. 

The café will be run by the team behind Cabbages and Kings, the popular café at The 
Mix in Stowmarket, and will offer a range of seasonal meals, snacks, drinks and ice-
creams throughout the year. As the building work is underway, the team will continue 
to run the kiosk for visitors. 

 
 Plans to support new businesses in Eye 
Councillors on Mid Suffolk District Council cabinet have agreed to progress plans to breathe 
new life into a derelict building in Eye town centre – with the aim of transforming it into a 
supportive space for fledgling businesses.   

The building, next door to the new library in Cross Street, is  currently owned by Suffolk 
County Council, and has been empty for over a decade.  But Mid Suffolk District Council 
cabinet today gave the green light for plans to be drawn up for its possible 
transformation into flexible space to support local business start-ups – plus office space 
for Eye Town Council close to the Town Hall. 

The proposals would see ownership of the building transfer from Suffolk County 
Council to Mid Suffolk District Council.  Then, subject to planning permission, Mid 
Suffolk District Council would fund the refurbishment work, as part of the wider ‘Invest 
in Eye’ programme. Working with Eye Town Council and other local stakeholders to 
improve quality of life for residents in line with the Eye Neighbourhood Plan, boosting 
business and regenerating the town centre. 

https://www.babergh.gov.uk/news/weight-for-it-2-2m-refurbishments-mean-healthy-future-for-mid-suffolk/
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/news/new-leisure-facilities-for-stradbroke/
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/news/new-leisure-facilities-for-stradbroke/


 
 
Changes agreed to social housing allocation system to ensure fairness and 
consistency 

  
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council cabinets both recently agreed amendments to 
Gateway to Homechoice - the lettings system used to allocate social housing across the local 
authority areas of Babergh, Braintree, Colchester, East Suffolk, Ipswich, Maldon and Mid 
Suffolk.  
  
The changes have been made in response to national legislative and policy changes, including 
a new Code of Guidance issued by the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government in December 2020, and will ensure that key decisions can be made fairly and 
consistently by all Gateway local authorities. 
  
  

Performance update 
 
Cabinet members for Mid Suffolk District Council recently considered the latest 
performance reports, highlighting the council’s outstanding response to the pandemic, whilst 
continuing to deliver against the Corporate Plan. The full report provides an insight into what 
service areas have achieved over the last quarter and is available to view on the council’s 
website. 

 


