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This has been a significant year in the life of the Baptist church. Having been without a minister for 
over 2 years we were thrilled to welcome Rev Stuart Balmer as Pastor at the start of December. He 
and Andrea (his wife) were both born and bred in Suffolk and have settled into the area well. Stuart 
brings over thirty years’ experience in local church ministry and we’re already feeling the benefit in a 
number of ways. As well as serving as our minister he is keen to be part of the wider village 
community and has started helping with assemblies at the Primary School. He has also co-led the 
setting up and running of the village Covid-19 support team. 

Sunday services continued until the Covid-19 lockdown, with about 80-90 people (inc 20 children in 
Sunday School) attending in the mornings and 50+ in the evenings. Our usual midweek events and 
activities for all ages include:  

• Friday Fun Time (Toddler group) on Friday mornings. This grew over the year and most weeks 
the building was been bursting at the seams.  

• FOY on Friday evenings for Primary School aged children, with games, competitions, Bible 
stories, crafts, etc. About 15-20 children attended each week. 

• Yzone ran Fortnightly on Friday evenings for High School aged young people. The 12-15 young 
people that attended enjoyed a varied programme including games, cooking, practical Bible 
talks, etc, at Fenning’s Farm, as well as trips out boating, bowling, etc. 

• Latte, Laughter and Life (monthly evening event for ladies). This year LLL’s programme 
included card and jewellery making, a fashion and cosmetics evening, flower arranging and a 
Christmas meal.  

• Men’s group. This monthly group started in November as a social group for men of all ages, 
whether they are part of the church or not. So far the group has been out for a curry, been 10 
pin bowling, held a darts night in the social club and had a mad monopoly evening! 

As well as this regular programme we’ve organised several ‘one off’ events over the year - an Easter 
Egg Hunt round the village in April, a Clay Pigeon Shoot and Hog Roast in May, a 5 a-side football 
competition in June, a Holiday club for children in August and a Harvest Supper in September. All 
these were hugely popular with 70 children joining in both the Easter Egg Hunt and the Holiday Club, 
60 men enjoying the shoot and over 80 sitting down for the Harvest Supper.  

With pretty much everything we do in some way restricted by the present chapel building size and 
layout we were delighted in November to be able to make a start on our new chapel building. This will 
enable us to be so much more flexible in what and how we do things. We also hope that as well as 
serving us as a church, the facilities the new building provides will also benefit the whole village. We 
appreciate that the construction brings inevitable disruption to those living around the site so we are 
pushing on as quickly as we can in order to limit this as much as possible. 

As a Christian church our main purpose is to share the good news and love of Jesus with others and to 
encourage those who profess to be followers of Jesus to do so in a way that honours him.  
 


