
FRESSINGFIELD BOWLS CLUB 
2019 Club report on its activities for the season 

2019 has been a very demanding year for us as our chairman Barry Hopper has strived to ensure the 
Pavilion continues to function so we had changing facilities and a place to entertain our guests when we 
were playing. We have to thank the chairman of the Sports & Social club (Roger Cufley) for his help & 
support he has given us. 
A greater worry was from the previous season end when we learnt that one of our good players would 
not be available for the next season because he would be having an operation that would mean not being 
available to play for at least half the season, this also meant his wife also a good player would not be 
playing, this coupled with another three through health problems meant we would be lucky if we ended 
up with 19 playing members. 
An extra-ordinary meeting was called with an article being put in Sixth Sense outlining the potential of the 
clubs closure if we cannot get new members and so inviting anyone interested in Bowls to come to the 
meeting. As a club with around 100 years’ service’ it does not deserve to be lost without some form of 
trying to re-establish. The result was great and we were able to take details of people interested ready for 
the 2019 season. This ended up with 9 new people joining of which 3 were experienced players, great for 
the club. When it came to the 2019 season we signed up 27 members and all have enjoyed their time this 
season in playing bowls. The new novice members have done very well in their first year as it is not easy 
to gain the skills needed to play well. They can only pick this up when playing at our roll up’s on a weekly 
basis which is designed to allow members to hone their play and skills. We also arranged during the 
season for an expert to come and spend a day giving guidance and advice on how to play to those who 
attended. The feedback was that they all enjoyed it and learnt a lot even some of the good players gained 
advice. 
As part of our fund raising we arrange a Bowls Tournament that is held on the first Sunday of June each 
year and this year’s went off very well with over 90 people attending, we sold 22 blocks of triples (three 
people playing with 3 woods each) and playing 3 games of 10 ends. This means that during the course of 
the day’s play there are 5940 woods delivered on the green and a lot of tired people.  This tournament is 
important to us as it is now one of the main events for us to raise funds to help us maintain our green. It 
does also mean a lot of planning and work being done by our members also our input and help in running 
the bar all day which on a hot day and this year was, means a lot of liquid was drunk, all to the benefit of  
the Sports & Social Club. 
Moving on to our A.G.M held in early October,  The overall feeling from our members were that they all 
have had an enjoyable season and would be looking forward to next year 2020. The only down side we 
had was that our treasurers report showed that we had made a £1060 loss over the previous year and 
was partly due to a number of factors, fund raising was down as we decided to cease running Bingo in the 
winter months  which the Sports & Social club has taken up and wish them success. The other main drop 
was the county events that were down. Overall our balance looks healthy however it wouldn’t take much 
for a major repair to put a dent in it. 
We have had two major changes in our committee elections.  Barry Hopper stood down as Chairman and 
Ray Estall was elected as the new Chairman. The other change is Rosemary Gyford who was our 
Treasurer (she was also Suffolk County Bowls President 2018/2019) Rosemary & Martin have moved to 
Derby having lived here for 21 years, she will be Sorley missed. 
Kath & Norman Ansell have been elected Treasurer as her replacement. 
While we have looked forward to 2020 season Covid-19 has put a block on it as with all other sport. 
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