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Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held in Sancroft 
Hall, Fressingfield on Tuesday 7 January 2020 at 7.30pm 
Present: Alex Day; Garry Deeks; Philip Eastgate; Tom Lindsay; Rachael Troughton; 

Andrew Vessey; Di Warne 

Also in Attendance: about 30 members of the public; Andy Parris, clerk to the 
council and RFO. 

1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. He outlined how the meeting 
would be organised. He informed the public that prior to the meeting 
councillors had had site visits at the three main applications to be 
considered.  
The council agreed to suspend standing order 3(g). Thus, allowing members 
of the public to speak for more than 2 minutes, if necessary.  
The purpose and activity of the council’s recently formed sewage and 
drainage group was explained. This is relevant because many concerns have 
been expressed about the possible effect new housing could have on these 
sewage and drainage problems 

2 Apologies for absence: Received and accepted from Alex Brockhurst 
(personal) and Nick Stolls (holiday). 

3 Members’ declarations of interest. There were none.  
4 The public forum. During the public forum, concerns and objections were 

raised about applications for outline planning permission for development on 
three sites. (These are an extension to Postmill Lane, off John Shepherd 
Road and off Stradbroke Road near School Lane.) Points made that 
opposed the developments included: 
• The sewerage and drainage systems in the village are unable to deal 

with existing pressures during periods of steady rainfall. This results in 
the contents of the sewers flooding into the road and flowing into The 
Beck. This would be made worse by any new housing. 

• Building a new shop on Stradbroke Rd would move congestion from 
New St to near School La 

• The neighbourhood development plan suggests 60 as an appropriate 
number of new homes during the period of the plan 

• The plan is almost completed (referendum is likely to be in February) 
and so the district council will take notice of it when deciding on any 
applications 

• Permission has already been granted for 51 houses to be built in the 
village.  

• Would the proposals to solve the problems with the sewers work with 
the current houses in the village? 



Fressingfield Parish Council   https://fressingfieldpc.org 
 

168 
 

• It is not certain what surface water currently flows into the sewerage 
system. This needs to be ascertained before existing problems can be 
solved. 

• Proposals for improving road safety around Jubilee Corner would not 
necessarily make it safer. 

The agent for three applications (off John Shepherd Rd, off Stradbroke Rd 
and change of use of the shop) highlighted benefits to the parish of these 
proposals. These are - highways (at Jubilee Corner and on New Street), 
drainage (supplements to the existing sewerage system to alleviate current 
problem) and retail (a new, larger shop with dedicated parking off Stradbroke 
Rd). 
Roger Keen, the owner of the village shop, explained that he did not want to 
upset customers. He pointed out that the current premises were far from ideal 
– to store and display a varied stock, to receive stock deliveries, to facilitate 
shoppers and as a working environment. He said that to continue to be 
sustainable any small business must grow just to cover its ever-increasing 
costs. With all this in mind, the opportunity of moving to a new shop had 
many advantages. 
5 Planning 

DC/19/05698. Change of use of dwelling and shop to a single dwelling 
house. The Stores New Street Fressingfield. 
Fressingfield Parish Council, by a majority decision, recommends approval of 
this application with the proviso that a new shop site is found, and a shop 
opened prior to the changes.  
The council recognises the importance of the shop to parish life. It wants to 
support Mr Keen in any way it can as he tries to find more ways to 
improve the service that he and his family are providing through the shop. 
This must be balanced, of course, with the council’s wider responsibility of 
ensuring that the parish grows and develops in a way that is sustainable 
and welcomed by most parishioners. 
 
DC/19/05740 Application for outline planning for a residential development 
(up to 27 dwellings, including affordable housing) on land west of John 
Shepherd Road, Fressingfield. 
Councillors discussed the merits and demerits of this application. Reference 
was made to the neighbourhood development plan and the 60 new 
houses seen as an appropriate level of development over its lifetime; 
problems with drainage and sewers; traffic congestion; and the road safety 
dangers.  
The parish council, by a unanimous decision, recommended refusal of this 
application.  
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DC/19/05741 Outline planning application for the erection of shop (Class 
A1) and residential development (up to 21 dwellings including affordable and 
self-build housing) on land off Stradbroke Road, Street Farm, Fressingfield. 
Although this is a different application to DC/19/05740 the discussion 
about it was similar to the previous discussion. Again, reference was made 
to the neighbourhood development plan and the 60 new houses seen 
as an appropriate level of development over its lifetime; problems with 
drainage and sewers; traffic congestion; and the road safety dangers, 
including those associated with the shop situated close to School Lane. 
Benefits were noted of the mix of housing proposed in this development. 
However, this was not enough to mitigate the problems already discussed. 
Again, the parish council, by a unanimous decision, recommended refusal of 
this application 
 
DC/19/05956. Outline planning application for the erection of up to 18 
dwellings on land off Postmill Lane, Fressingfield. 
During detailed discussions, councillors noted the ill-timed traffic survey 
(outside harvest time). There was concern about the number of houses, 
the effect on the sewerage system and the number of additional vehicles 
this will add to local roads. It was noted that there was a mix of 
housing and that this proposal did not place houses behind Ladymeade 
Cottage. 
The parish council, by a majority decision, recommended refusal of this 
application.  
 

The Chair thanked everyone for their contributions. Cllr Hadingham stated that it was 
likely that the applications would be considered by the district council sometime in March. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 

  

Signed:             

 

  Chair     Date     

 


