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Minutes of the Fressingfield Parish Council meeting held in Sancroft Hall, 
Fressingfield on Tuesday 21 January 2020 at 7.30pm 
Present: Alex Brockhurst; Alex Day; Garry Deeks; Philip Eastgate; Tom Lindsay; 
Rachael Troughton; Neil Venton; Andrew Vessey; Di Warne. 
Also in Attendance: Jane Arkely-Crouch (Community Action Suffolk’s support officer 
for good neighbours schemes); 2 members of the public; Andy Parris, clerk to the 
council and responsible finance officer (RFO). Councillors Hadingham (MSDC) and 
McGregor (SCC) arrived after the start of the meeting. 

1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and with councillor’s agreement 
made a re-arrangement of the agenda. 

2 Apologies for absence: Received from N Stolls (business) and were accepted. 

3 Members’ declarations of interest. There were none. 

4 Good neighbours scheme. J A-C explained the practicalities that were necessary 
for Fressingfield to get its good neighbours scheme activated. This included 
funding, insurance, links to local hospitals, use of blue badges and general data 
protection regulation (GDPR) checks. A steering committee will organise the 
different elements of Fressingfield’s scheme. AV to set up committee and call a 
meeting. 

5 Changes to the co-option policy. It was agreed to incorporate the amended 
appendix C into the co-option policy. It was also agreed to use the recently 
designed description of a councillor’s role and the appeal to join, as recruitment 
materials for new councillors. Appreciation was expressed for the diligent way in 
which RT and DW had worked together and written these documents. 
A resignation letter has been received from AD who is moving to a new house 
and leaving the parish. Councillors expressed sadness at losing such a valued 
member of the council, thanked him for his work (particularly on the parish and 
council websites, and the neighbourhood development plan) and wished him well 
in setting up his new home. AD will continue to help run the websites until his 
replacement is found. 

6 Co-option of councillor. Mr Neil Venton’s application to be co-opted onto the 
council was considered. The council discussed his CV and listened to NV’s 
explanation of why he wanted to join the council. Recognising the range of 
experiences and skills NV would bring to the council, it was unanimously agreed 
to co-opt him as a councillor. (NV signed the acceptance of office form and 
immediately ‘took his seat at the table.’) 
It was decided to consider Mr N Lucker’s application at the meeting in February. 

7 Reports from 
1 County councillor. GMcG confirmed that the work on the pedestrian barrier on 

the cut-through behind The Old Forge would begin on 24 January. (This has 
now been installed.) Although some services in the county are either highly 
rated or officially assessed as good (e.g. Children’s services, Fire and Rescue 
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Service) some are struggling. Highways is one of those. The process by which 
school transport arrangements were changed for September 2019 is being 
reviewed. Eye Children’s Centre is again under threat of having its funding cut. 
The county council seems more concerned about cost than it is about 
meeting its responsibilities to provide good services. There will be a new min-
bus service running through Fressingfield to Harleston, on Wednesday’s from 
5 February. This will be an accessible bus. It is a trial service for six weeks. 
GMcG was asked to take up with highways its reluctance to help find 
solutions to the problems of sewerage and drainage in parts of the village. 
 GMcG agreed to this.  

2 District councillor. LH confirmed that the district council element of 
parishioner’s council tax will rise by 1.66% for 2020-2021. She informed the 
council that an application to build 80 houses on the site of the chicken 
factory in Weybread is expected soon. 
The three applications for housing developments in Fressingfield are likely to 
be heard by the district council in late March. The closer the neighbourhood 
development plan is to being made, the more weight will be given to it by 
MSDC.  

(NS joined the meeting at 9.05pm) 

8 Minutes of previous meetings 
1 It was resolved that the minutes of the previous full council meeting 

(21/12/2019) are correct. It was resolved that the minutes of the previous 
planning committee meeting (07/01/2020) are correct. 

2 Actions and progress since the last meeting 

• Area around the war memorial. The council accepted the estimate of £136 to 
improve the grassed areas around the War Memorial. 

9 Reports 
1 The Chair: Emergency planning group has met and planning advisor from 

MSDC will be at the next meeting. There will be a two-stage approach to the 
planning – immediate and local followed by planning for a more extended 
catastrophe. Problems on the playing field (waterlogged in areas and 
overgrown ditch) need to be resolved – possible Fressingfield Fairies project 
along with work at the cemetery. GD commented on the enjoyable Christmas 
meal in Sancroft Hall.  

2 Drainage and flooding working group (DW): Slow work on survey of drainage 
by Anglian Water. One problem relates to water flowing down the drains into 

• Pedestrian barrier on cut-through behind The Old Forge – scheduled for 
24/01/2020. (Now completed) 
Speed indicator devices (SIDs)and speed restrictions. No progress on the SIDs. 
Suffolk Highways suggest a meeting on site to discuss safety and the state of 
roads and footpaths in the parish.  Clerk to arrange the meeting. 

• Dog fouling signs. Final design and size of signs to be left to TL. It was agreed 
to spend up to £200 on the signs and posts. TL to buy and put up 

• Information about council grants. This information has been made available to the 
parish websites 
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The Beck near the War Memorial. Not much progress regarding who is 
responsible for solving the flooding/overflow problems. Clearly a multi-agency 
approach is needed. Next meeting in March. DW informed councillors about 
the SCC booklet on riparian rights (Who has what responsibilities around 
water courses.) A link to the booklet is on the parish council’s website.       
A copy can be borrowed from the clerk. There was discussion around the 
council’s need for independent professional advice about drainage, sewerage 
and flooding. It was agreed to set aside £2000 for this. DW and AB will write 
a brief for the next meeting. 

3 The Clerk: Work on the houses near Midnight Mill will not begin before the 
bridge is widened. Detailed permission for 12 houses on School Lane has 
been refused. National litter picking month is mid-March to mid-April. The 
council will discuss this at the next meeting. Comments of the problems of 
audibility for the public at council meetings have been raised. It was agreed 
that the public will be encouraged to ask councillors to speak up at future 
meetings. The council in the past has paid about 6% of its total energy bill 
to the Baptist Chapel for the streetlight connected to its meter. It was agreed 
to continue with this. Mr P Davidson will make the necessary arrangements 
when the chapel is sold for re-modelling as a private home. 

10 Finance  
1 Payments due were checked by 2 councillors against invoices. (Online 

authorisation of these payments was completed after the meeting.) 
2 Corrected reconciliation sheet for November was scrutinised and accepted. 
3 December’s reconciliation statement was presented to councillors prior to the 

meeting. This was accepted by the council. There were no questions relating 
to this statement. 

4 The council agreed to raise a precept of £21800, based on the budget for 
2020-2021 agreed last month. This is, approximately, a £4000 reduction on 
last year. It will mean that for a typical band D house in the parish, £5.15 of 
the monthly council tax bill. will go to the parish council. 

5 The council agreed to use SALC for the internal audit. This will cost £235+vat 

11 Matters brought by the chair or councillors 
1 Urgent - must be discussed tonight (please notify the clerk asap) - None 
2 For inclusion on a future agenda 

• Review of finance regulations Clerk to circulate proposed changes. 
• Review of Standing Orders. All councillors circulate ideas for changes prior 

to meeting on 18 February. 
 
The meeting closed at 10.20pm. 

Signed:             
 Chairman  Date

  
 


