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Minutes of the Fressingfield Parish Council meeting held in Sancroft Hall, Fressingfield 
on 17/12/2019 at 7.30pm
Present: Parish councillors - Alex Brockhurst; Alex Day; Garry Deeks; Philip Eastgate; Tom Lindsay; 
Nick Stolls; Rachael Troughton; Andrew Vessey; Di Warne; 

Also in Attendance: 8 members of the public; Andy Parris, clerk to the council and responsible finance
officer (RFO). 

1 The Chair welcomed   everyone to the meeting. He informed the meeting that the council had to 
respond to planning applications for housing developments off John Shepherd Road and off 
Stradbroke Road by 10 January. Therefore, tonight’s meeting would be the first part of its 
discussions. The council would agree its final responses to those applications at the planning 
meeting on Tuesday 7 January 2020.

2 Apologies for absence   District councillor Lavinia Hadingham was unable to attend.

3 Public forum   Although the parish council’s deadline for responses to recent planning applications 
is Friday 10 January, it is not clear what date applies to responses from the public. Surveying-
type activities have begun on the site off New Street where the scout hut and 28 houses are 
planned to be built

4 Planning   DC/19/05740 and 05741 Houses on John Shepherd Road and off Stradbroke Road. 
The chair informed the meeting about the site meeting for these applications held on Saturday 14
December. The agent joined these meetings and was able to give councillors details to do with 
drainage not contained in the applications. Councillors were also able to consider the effects of a 
proposed new shop, close to where School Lane joins Stradbroke Road. These site meetings will
help the council when it draws up its formal response.
AD + AP to publicise agenda for planning meeting on 07/01/20

5 The meeting was closed again   (8pm for 25m) to hear further comments from the public about 
both applications

6 Planning   (part 2) DC/19/05300. Householder planning application for alterations and 
improvements to Oxbridge Farm, Storeys Lane, Fressingfield. The council feels that this 
development would enhance the use of a listed building as a family home. 
If the applicants can meet the concerns raised by the Heritage Team, the 
parish council would support this application.

7 Members’ declarations of interest.   There were none.

8 Report from  

I District councillor. Cllr Hadingham’ s email report stated that no new plans had yet been 

discussed for housing in Weybread. She confirmed that MSDC planning department is aware
that Fressingfield Parish Council wants to be formally consulted about future applications as 
population growth in neighbouring parishes would have a significant effect on Fressingfield’s 
services and amenities.

II County councillor. Cllr McGregor, through an email report, informed the council that the 

funding for 10 step-down beds at Hartismere Place, Eye was to end. GMcG has taken this up
with the Ipswich and East Suffolk Clinical Commissioning Group. Extra funds may be 
available for road safety measures funded by Suffolk County Council. (SCC). The parish 
council decided to request that SCC designate New Street and Stradbroke Road around the 
junction with School Lane as 20mph zones.

Clerk to contact SCC and Cllr GMcG

⌈The chair clarified that the list of missing or damaged road signs around the
village would be sent to GMcG shortly. A meeting will be arranged between a
group of councillors, GMcG and Steve Merry (Suffolk County Council Highways
Dept)  to  discuss the state of  roads in  the parish,  signage and traffic  calming
measures. Clerk to arrange meeting.
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9 Minutes of the previous meeting  

I It was resolved that the minutes of the previous full council meeting (19/11/19) are 
correct. 

II Actions and progress since the last meeting.

10    Reports  

I The Chair   Sadly, representatives from the council attended the funerals of Carol Smy, the
former clerk and Tracey Tyas, the former councillor. It was agreed to plant trees at the 
cemetery in commemoration of Carol and Tracey.
The chair will arrange a meeting between a few councillors, local support agencies and 
parishioners who have some personal safety concerns.
The Christmas tree festival was a success. About £700 from it will be donated to the 
Fressingfield Family Trust. The first meeting of its trustees will be in January.

II Flood and sewerage working group (FSWG)  . The first meeting of the group was on 6 
December. It consists of 2 councillors and 4 other parishioners. By drawing on experience
and evidence, the group will get outside agencies involved to find remedies to the inter-
related problems of rainwater and sewage flooding. Next meeting, 10 January, will include
senior officers from Suffolk CC Flood Risk Management Team and an Anglian Water 
senior manager. It needs to have a facility on local websites for reporting flooding.
DW and AD to set up FSWG and reporting tabs on the council website.

III The clerk.   Preparation for the budget plan revision, a draft budget plan for 2020-2021 and 
the precept form and preparing the draft co-option policy were the primary areas of work 
this month. 
Suffolk Highways have scheduled the installation of the pedestrian barrier on Harleston 
Road to begin on 18/12/19.
The clerk discussed problems to do with the grass areas round the war memorial with 
Steve and Carol Wyatt. For a few years, they have tended the flower beds and grass 
verges but now feel that the grass needs some professional attention. It was noted that 
Jubilee Corner is also in need of some care and attention. 
It was agreed that clerk should discuss the problem with a lawn-care 
company.

11 Finance   

I Payments due were checked by 2 councillors against invoices. (Online authorisation of 
these payments was completed after the meeting.)

II November’s reconciliation statement was presented to councillors prior to the meeting. 
The RFO explained that two alterations to this statement were needed. 
It was agreed that this would be done and for PE and AD to sign. 
There were no questions relating to original statement.

164

 Pedestrian barrier on cut-through behind The Old Forge work was scheduled to begin on 18/12/19
(!) 

 Emergency plan working group including 2 councillors to meet in first two weeks of January
 The different sites for speed indicator devices have been agreed.
 Dog mess – locations for new signs have been decided. Signs to be put up
 The Good Neighbours scheme – Jane Arkley-Crouch, Suffolk Good Neighbour Scheme 

Development Officer, will attend the meeting on 21 January to dot the Is and cross the Ts of the 
scheme. This should mean it will become active late January/early February

 Changing the on/off timing of streetlights involves installing new switches and costs about £90 per
lamp.

 Fressingfield Fairies next project will be to clear the bridge and surrounding 
area on Cratfield Road.
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III Report from finance committee meeting on 02/12/19
 Revision of the budget plan recommended by the committee. It was agreed 

unanimously to adopt this plan which includes paying the village caretaker at the 
current rate of the Real Living Wage.

 The council discussed next year’s budget. In 2017 the council raised £11,000 in the 
precept to partially fund a police community support officer (PCSO). Unfortunately, 
there is currently no interest among other local parish councils to appoint a shared 
PCSO. The possibility of holding a contingency for village assets in addition to an 
emergency contingency was raised. 
It was agreed to reduce next year’s precept by £4,000 with the money saved by not 
appointing a PCSO and to use £7,000 as an assets contingency. 
It was agreed to make these changes to the draft budget and that 
the amended budget would be used to calculate the precept for 
2020-21.

12 A policy for co-opting councillors   It was agreed to adopt the policy. It was also decided that the
person specification appendix needed amending. 
RT and DW to amend and then circulate changed appendix prior to the next 
meeting.

13 Review of parish assets  
The chair gave a quick review of village assets. There was a discussion about the possibility 
of community art inside or outside the bus shelter. The council will be advised when assets 
are repaired or improved. It was noted that a replacement for Judy Fullam, who does a weekly
check of the defibrillator, is needed. 

14 Other matters brought to the council’s attention.   It was noted that the model of King Herrod’s 
Temple made by the late Alec Garrod, a Fressingfield parishioner, is mentioned in an 
exhibition at Norwich Museum. It was agreed that it would be fascinating and would enhance 
the village if this wonder could once again be exhibited to the public. It was confirmed that 
hedges on Cratfield Road will be trimmed. 

The meeting closed at 10pm.
Signed:            

Chairman Date

Dates of next meetings

I Planning Committee
 

Tuesday  7 January at 7.30pm

II Full Council Tuesday 21 January at 7.30pm

Action points from 17/12/19

Agenda
Item

Action To be undertaken 
by

Completed?

4 Information informing parishioners about the 
planning meeting 07/01/20

AD + clerk ✓

8 II Clerk contact SCC and GMCG to request speed 
limit changes and to arrange meeting between 
SCC reps, GMcG and councillors (How many?)

clerk
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Send map of missing/damaged road signs to 
GMcG

GD

9 II Put up dog mess signs
SIDs - send forms to SCC
Good neighbours scheme – ensure CAS officer 
has info needed for 21/01/19  

TL
Clerk
AV

?
?
Almost there!

10 I Make information about grants process available 
online

Clerk+ AD ✓

10 II Set up info and reporting pages on websites AD + DW ?

10 III Agree solution with lawn-care firm AP ✓

11 II Amend + sign reconciliation sheet RFO then PE, AD On 21/01/20

11 III Draw up amended budget plan + precept form for 
2020-21

RFO For 21/01/20

12 Amend appendix C to co-option policy. Circulate 
for comments before next meeting.

RT + DW circulated
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Ongoing action points
Action To be undertaken by Completed?

Make available info on community 
engagement

Clerk x

Pedestrian barrier at end of cut-through 
behind The Old Forge

SCC x

Helping to improve viability of Sports and 
Social Club

DW, GD + whole council ?

Fressingfield Festival – council contact with
Jack Whatling

Clerk x


