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Minutes of the Fressingfield Parish Council meeting held in Sancroft Hall, 
Fressingfield on 19/11/2019 at 7pm 
Present: Alex Brockhurst; Alex Day; Garry Deeks; Philip Eastgate; Tom Lindsay; Nick Stolls; 
Rachael Troughton; Andrew Vessey; Di Warne;  
Also in Attendance: 10 members of the public; Councillor Hadingham (Mid Suffolk District 
Council); 3 officers from Babergh Mid Suffolk District Council emergency planning 
department; N Minter, Anglian Water community liaison manager; Andy Parris, clerk to the 
council and responsible finance officer (RFO).  

1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and briefly explained the unusual nature 
of the agenda. 

2 Emergency Planning Stephen Henthorn, district emergency planning officer, explained 
when an emergency was either local, district or regional. He outlined how the local 
community could organise itself to prepare for local emergencies and what support the 
district council would give to help draw up a local plan. A parishioner informed the 
meeting about the possible local impact of a lengthy (more than a few days) emergency 
and the need for individuals and the council to have plans in place for such a problem.  
GD suggested a working group be formed, led by councillors, to develop an emergency 
plan. 
Interested councillors and parishioners to contact the clerk about joining this working 
group. 

3 Drainage problems in the village There was a 55-minute discussion on drainage and 
flooding problems. Contributions from parishioners, including councillors, detailed the 
problems which have resulted from 8 floods in 2 years. Problems in New Street, Laxfield 
Road and Low Road were described. NM confirmed that the pumping station on 
Harleston Hill is working properly and is on an 18-month servicing cycle. The problem 
of sewage being in the flood water in Low Road was discussed. It was noted that this 
occurs during periods of heavy rainfall. Anglian Water is conducting a survey of how 
and where rainwater is channelled into the sewerage system. Concern was expressed 
about whether more house building will increase the problem. NM confirmed that surface 
water from Post Mill Lane and the proposed School Lane development does not/will not 
enter the sewerage system that runs down towards Low Road. It was felt that Suffolk 
Highways Department needs to be involved in discussions to find solutions to these 
problems. The discussions could not solve the problems. They were a step towards 
finding solutions. It was proposed to form a working group of parishioners, led by 
councillors, to describe fully the problems, find causes and produce a plan to solve 
them. NM said he is keen to be involved in this group 
Interested councillors and parishioners to contact the clerk about joining this working 
group. 
 
The meeting proper 

4 Apologies for absence There were none. 

5 Members’ declarations of interest. There were none. 
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6 Report from District Councillor. Cllr Hadingham had to leave the meeting. Her verbal 

report left with the clerk informed the meeting that the chicken factory at Weybread 
would be ‘moth-balled’ from the beginning of December. Discussions between Weybread 
PC and the owners of the site are ongoing. It is likely to be developed for housing. It 
was agreed that Fressingfield PC would look to register its views on possible 
developments at a pre-planning stage. This is because new residents in Weybread will 
have an effect on Fressingfield’s services and amenities. This will be discussed further at 
the December meeting. Clerk to discuss with MSDC the best way this can be done 
Cllr Hadingham expressed her sympathy over the recent deaths of the former clerk, Mrs 
Carol Smy and the former councillor, Mrs Tracey Tyas. 
GD informed the council that the funeral of Mrs Smy will be at 2pm on Friday 6 
December, at Beccles Crematorium. AV led the council in a moment of quite reflection 
on the exemplary lives of Carol and Tracey and to remember their families at this most 
difficult of times.  

7 Minutes of the previous meeting 
I It was resolved that the minutes of the previous full council meeting (15/10/19) 

are correct. The minutes of the planning meeting of 05/11/19 need to have two 
statements added and would then be correct. 

II Actions and progress since the last meeting 

8 Planning. DC/19/05127 Works to Trees Subject to a Tree Preservation Order - T1 Field 
Maple - Crown Reduction of 30%. The Cottage, Church Street, Fressingfield.  
The council has no objection to this request. 

9 To decide on the future format of the agenda and minutes. There was a discussion 
about the requirements concerning agendas and minutes and how to ensure that when 
the minutes are published in draft, they do not have any errors. 

10 To draw up a system for co-opting new councillors. Councillors had looked at some 
examples from other local councils and from BMSDC. GD had received advice from 
SALC.  
Clerk to summarise discussion into a draft policy. 

  

• Pedestrian barrier on cut-through behind The Old Forge – Suffolk Highways 
Dept have received the plans for this. It has 14 weeks to implement the plan 
(14/01/20).  

• Speed indicator devices – Survey of residents in the immediate vicinity of the 
proposed sites has been completed. Clerk to send forms to SCC. 

• Dog mess – Article in Six Sense. Permanent signs designed and to be sited 
around the village. Clerk and TL to agree siting of signs 

• The Good Neighbours scheme needs to be adopted by Community Action 
Suffolk. Clerk to arrange CAS representative re attending next full council 
meeting (17/12/19) 

• No progress in encouraging other councils to join in with the police community 
support officer scheme. 

• Responsibility to decorate the council’s Christmas tree was devolved to GD who 
will seek helpers 

• Availability of council funds to local groups through grant applications has 
been advertised in Six Sense. 
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11 Reports 

I The Chair’s Report. Information about housing developments in Weybread had 
already been discussed (see Item 6). GD had discussed concerns about The Beck 
with residents. GD had received comments from residents concerned about safety 
once streetlights are turned off at midnight. It was noted that Suffolk County 
Council (SCC) has the responsibility for street lighting in Sandpath and it should 
be told that the current policy does not suit all parishioners. Clerk to inform SCC 
of the problem. 
SCC has produced guidance for housing developers on engagement with the local 
community. Clerk will make this available to all councillors to see if Fressingfield 
should have something similar. 
It is not clear how and when the community infrastructure levy (CIL) is passed on 
to parish councils and how they can spend it. Clerk to clarify 
Election hustings will hopefully be arranged for the first week in December. Clerk 
to arrange 
Action is to be undertaken by the Fressingfield Fairies to clear the scrub around 
the bridge on Laxfield Road. GD to arrange 
A map of missing road signs, complied by GD, will be sent to GMcG 

II Neighbourhood Development Plan. It was confirmed that plan has been passed by 
the external examiner and will be used by MSDC in relation to all planning 
applications. 

12 Finance  
I Payments due were checked by 2 councillors against invoices. (Online 

authorisation of these payments was completed after the meeting.) 
II October’s reconciliation statement was presented to councillors prior to the 

meeting. This was accepted by the council. There were no questions relating to 
this statement. 

III The RFO reminded the council that the new draft budget will be drawn up at the 
beginning of December. Anyone with ideas for this first step should contact a 
member of the finance committee. It was agreed to feed back into the council’s 
budget the money previously raised for a PCSO. This will be done over 3 years. 

13 Matters brought by the chair or councillors 
AV reported that FLAHG to apply for council grant for a heritage trail.  

 
The meeting closed at 10.05pm. 

  
 
 
Signed:             

 
  Chairman     Date     

 

Dates of next meetings 
  

I finance committee   Monday 2 December at 2.30pm 
II full council      Tuesday 17 December at 7.30pm 

 


