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Minutes of the Fressingfield Parish Council meeting held in Sancroft 

Hall, Fressingfield on 15/10/2019 at 7.30pm 

Present: Alex Brockhurst; Alex Day; Garry Deeks; Tom Lindsay; Nick Stolls; Rachael Troughton; 

Andrew Vessey; Di Warne;  

Also in Attendance: 2 members of the public; Councillor McGregor (SCC); Andy Parris, clerk to the 

council and responsible finance officer (RFO).  

19.1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 

19.2 Apologies for absence: Received and accepted from P Eastgate (previous commitment). 
Apologies were also received from Cllr Hadingham 
 

19.3 Members’ declarations of interest. There were none. 
  

19.4 It was resolved that the minutes of previous meetings (date 17/09/19) are correct.  
The clerk explained that there is no requirement concerning the way a public forum is 
minuted and that practice varies from council to council. It was agreed that the clerk should 
continue to exercise his judgement when minuting this part of council meetings. 
 
With councillors’ agreement, the Chair adjusted the order of the agenda. 
 

19.5 To discuss drawing up a village emergency plan. A copy of an existing plan was circulated. This 
was written to meet previous requirements and is less valuable now and details are out of 
date. Councillors held a discussion about the type of emergency that would need to be dealt 
with locally. It was recognised that extreme emergencies would involve regional or national 
agencies which would take over the management of such an emergency. Councillors have 
personal knowledge and experience that they brought to this discussion. It was agreed that 
the next step should be a talk led by a district council emergency planning officer.  
The clerk will arrange this. 
 

19.6 Reports from 
19.6.1 District councillor. Cllr Hadingham did not attend this meeting. 
19.6.2 County councillor. Cllr McGregor’s report is available from the clerk. In it he has informed 

the council about: a change of financial director at the county council; a review of the 
impact of HGV lorries across the county; the possibility of funds for minor highways work; 
the continuing problem with home school transport; the scarcity of health visitors is to be 
discussed by the council. Councillors made it clear to GMcG that the pedestrian barrier 
needs to be installed asap. Concern was also expressed about the underfunding of Suffolk 
Schools compared to schools in other counties. Recent repairs to the surface of parish 
roads was appreciated despite any short-term inconvenience! 
 

19.7 The public forum. The meeting closed at 8.20pm for the public forum. Members of the public 
contributed to the discussion of the planning decisions concerning 3 houses to be built on 
land adjacent to Midnight Mill. The council discussed the conditions and constraints to be met 
prior to and during construction (full details on MSDC planning website), in particular those 
relating to road safety and building levels in this site close to The Beck. The meeting reopened 
at 8.30pm. 
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19.8 Planning 
Notification of decision DC/19/03726 Land and buildings at Red House Farm, Priory Road. 
The council discussed the permissions granted by MSDC to the scout hut, solely. Councillors 
are unclear how the hut could be built without the housing development as the road in the 
housing development will be the road to the scout hut. 
 

19.9 To consider matters from the village improvement plan: Drainage:  
Councillors discussed the effect the recent heavy rainfall had on the drains (flooding and egress 
of sewage) in the Low Road area of the village. The degree to which greywater and rainwater 
that ends up in the sewer is a contributory factor to the flooding needs to be ascertained. The 
council affirmed that solutions must be found. It is recognised that there have been 
improvements (possibly as a result of the work carried out at the pumping station on Harleston 
Hill last summer). However, the council expects Anglian Water to implement new ways to 
prevent such a system failure. The council will make this plain to Anglian Water representatives. 
The council will push the authority to fulfil its responsibilities and rid the village for good of this 
major health hazard and inconvenience. It was agreed to arrange a meeting with N Minter, 
Anglian Water’s customer services manager, to begin this process. 
Clerk to arrange a meeting for the near future. 
 

19.10 Reports 
19.10.1 The Chair: ‘Fressingfield Fairies’ have been active clearing the pond and identifying a 

problem with the down pipe from the Fox and Goose roof which empties into the pond. 
The Church PPC will be arranging for this major problem to be repaired. Next on the list 
for the fairies are the bus shelter, the playing field, the cemetery and the pillbox and 
bridge on Metfield Road.  
Fressingfield Family Trust will have its first meeting of the ghost-trustees at the end of 
October. The village shop is supporting this Trust. Through a ‘give back to your local 
community’ scheme money will be given regularly, based on sales. The first donation has 
been £216. 
Money set aside for a shared police community support officer is still untouched. A 
county-wide campaign to encourage local communities to appoint an officer sets out the 
costs but offers no support funding. Local parishes need to be contacted again to see if 
there is any enthusiasm to join Fressingfield to make an appointment. 
Chair to discuss possibilities of shared project with local councils. 
There will be a Parish Council Christmas tree as part of the festival to be held in the 
church in early December. Councillors were asked to join a team to help decorate it. 
 To be confirmed at the next meeting. 

19.10.2 The Clerk: The clerk has delayed contacting Suffolk Highways about a speed assessment 
on Laxfield Road until road works have been completed. New road works are due to 
begin from White Post Corner to Chippenhall Common and on the C505 to the C515.  
MSDC has been informed that there are 4 vacancies on the council. It will organise a 
recruitment campaign.  
Numerous emails and phone calls have been received complaining about dog mess. Some 
dog owners are unaware of the location of parish dog mess bins and don’t take their 
dog’s mess home with them. It was agreed to carry out another publicity campaign, 
possibly putting up some permanent notices 

 TL and Clerk to arrange. 
 The council heard about an idea of Jack Watling’s to organise a festival of live music and 

other entertainments in the summer. The council is supportive of this. 
 Clerk to discuss with JW. 
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19.10.3 Neighbourhood Development Plan: DW reported that it is unlikely that there will be any 
queries in the examiner’s report on the NDP. If this is the case, it is great news. It would 
mean that the plan is closer to being made (i.e. finalised and official) than was initially 
expected.  
 

19.11 Finance  
19.11.1  Payments due were checked by 2 councillors against invoices. Online authorisation was 

completed after these checks. 
19.11.2 RFO report. The bank reconciliation statement (attached) was scrutinised and agreed to 

be accurate. The RFO explained that £7000 had been added to the ringfenced reserves. 
This is to cover the cost, previously agreed, for two speed indicator devices. 

19.11.3 The Finance Committee: The committee had looked in detail at the 2nd quarter summary 
of expenditure and receipts in the budget. Meanings of subheadings and an explanation 
of how items of expenditure were grouped were given by the RFO. It was noted that 
expenditure on the NDP was close to its budget limit and that the full council may need to 
review this. Local groups need to be given information about parish council money 
available for grants.  
Clerk to prepare information for Six Sense and the website 
At the next committee meeting, the budget will be revised and a precept prepared for 
the full council. 
The Chair of the committee informed the council that the clerk/RFO had had a 
performance review after a successful year in post. She proposed that he be awarded an 
increase in salary of 1 step on the pay scale. This was agreed unanimously. 

 
19.12 Matters brought by the chair or councillors (inc matters from correspondence)  

AV reported that there has been a change in personnel at Community Action Suffolk. This has 
caused a slight delay in launching the good neighbours scheme, ‘Caring for Fressingfield’. 

 
19.13 Dates of next meetings 

 
The meeting closed at 9.50pm. 

  
 
 
Signed:             

 
  Chairman     Date     

 

1 planning committee (if needed) Tuesday 5 November 
2 full council      Tuesday 19 November 
3 finance committee   Wednesday 4 December 3.30pm 



FRESSINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL  STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 14/10/2019

Fressingfield Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation Statement for 15/10119

Statements  numbered 52 and 50 issued on 03/10/19

Current Account £36,657.12

Less unpresented cheques
G Deeks 300251 £75.05

£36,582.07

Bank activity after 03/10/19

C Tooley SO 162.00

Payments to be authorised on 15/10/19

B Briggs BACS 24.00

MSDC BACS 45.00

A J Parris BACS 94.73

Business services at CAS BACS 304.30

* A J Parris SO 371.24

* Pearce and Kemp Ltd (Nov) SO 29.64

* C Tooley SO 162.00

(* = standing orders due before next meeting)

Total £1,192.91

Receipts

Unity trust bank - interest 25.50

Total £25.50
£35,414.66

Deposit Account £25,191.45

£60,606.11

Ringfenced reserves
Cemetery Fabric Maintenance 580.00
CIL 305.00
NDPlan 1695.76
PCSO 11000.00
Neighbourhood Watch 280.44
Speed indicator devices 7000.00

20861.20

Balance of Available Funds: £39,744.91

Emergency contingency 15000

Balance minus emergency contingency £24,744.91

Total available from both accounts


