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Minutes of the Fressingfield Parish Council meeting held in Sancroft Hall, 
Fressingfield on Wednesday 28 August 2019 at 7.30pm

Present: Alex Brockhurst; Alex Day; Garry Deeks; Philip Eastgate; Tom Lindsay; Rachael Troughton;
Tracey Tyas; Andrew Vessey; Di Warne; 

Also in Attendance: 6 members of the public; Councillor McGregor (SCC); Andy Parris, clerk to the 
council and RFO. 

19.1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

19.2 Apologies for absence: Received and accepted from N Stolls (clash of meetings due to re-
arranged date)

19.3 Members’ declarations of interest. There were none.  Any dispensations requested? No

19.4 It was resolved that the minutes of the previous meeting (16/07/2019) are correct.
NB An error in the minutes of the June 18 meeting was brought to councillors’ attention. 
Although the error made no material difference, it highlighted the need for greater clarity
in future when minuting how councillors vote.

19.5 The public forum. There was discussion about the development site opposite 
Fressingfield Primary School. A member of the public clarified that the Baptist Chapel 
does not own the land on which it is proposed to build 12 houses. He also confirmed that 
all surface water from this development will be channelled west and north, eventually 
entering The Beck outside the village. This will not affect surface water problems in the 
Low Road area of the village. There was a discussion about relatively recent problems 
with sewage in flood water in this area and whether work done at the pumping station on
Harleston Hill will have resolved them. Other comments were made on the classification 
of Fressingfield as a hinterland village in MSDC draft Local Plan. This led to an exchange of
views on the amenities in Fressingfield and a discussion on the differences between a 
pharmacy and a GP’s dispensary.

19.6 Reports from
19.6.1 County Councillor. Despite GMcG’s intervention, SCC does not intend to step in to 

preserve the Saturday morning bus service. It has recommended local users could 
book the BorederHoppa to travel to Harleston to catch buses on to Norwich. 
GMcG reported that the complications for families and schools created by 
changes in access to school buses were not yet resolved. Parents who are still 
having problems with this are urged to contact him.
Concerns were expressed that the county council seems to be moving away from 
its commitment to supporting rural communities like Fressingfield.

19.7 Planning
19.7.1 DC/19/03513. The council had previously supported this application. 

The meeting was closed to hear specific comments from the developer. 
Councillors expressed disappointment that the tree planting to offset those lost 
when the site was cleared were not planted on the site in New Street. Where they
have been planted cannot be described as a ‘visual amenity’ in the village. 
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The council made the following comments on this detailed plan from the 
developer:-
The council welcomes the overall design of this development with its mix of 
housing types. The inclusion of electric vehicle charging points is a particularly 
positive aspect. The council would like the following statements to be part of the 
MSDC response to the application: 1. The mix of 35% affordable housing should be
adhered to in the final plans 2. As the site is adjacent to the local school, traffic 
must be carefully regulated. On school days site traffic must avoid School Lane 
and its immediate vicinity between the hours of 08.00 and 09.00, and 15.00 and 
16.00. 3. Where fencing around the site adjoins that of existing gardens, it should 
be of a similar character and the same height to existing fencing. 4. Trees planted 
as part of any landscaping must be species appropriate to their situation with 
careful consideration being given to the eventual size of the trees.
The council recommends acceptance of this detailed proposal (by a majority 
decision with 1 abstention). 

19.8 To agree a detailed response to BMSDC draft Local Plan. Thanks were given to NS and 
DW for the substantial preparatory work done on the draft plan. 

It was proposed that NS should complete the council’s response to the draft 
plan, using the draft response discussed by the council. In addition to this draft 
response, the following points were made:

 Clarification is needed of the phrase ‘a minimum of 56’ when the plan 
describes number of houses that could be built in Fressingfield

 Where a policy statement aligns with the village NDP this should be 
highlighted

19.9 To consider matters from the Village Improvement Plan
19.9.1 Fressingfield Good Neighbours Scheme. Initial information will be distributed 

through Six Sense, just for Fressingfield. The parish council will provide corn-
seed funding for printing the leaflet. AV to organise this first stage.

19.9.2 Councillors were asked to prioritise items from the Village Improvement Plan. 

19.10 Reports
19.10.1 The Chair GD reported on a late-night confrontation at the Sports and Social 

Club. The police were called and were able to diffuse the situation. A report 
on the incident has been sent to the licensing authority from the police. It was
emphasised how unusual it is for such an incident to have occurred in 
Fressingfield. It was agreed that a letter should be sent to Tim Passmore 
(Suffolk’s police commissioner) praising the speed and effectiveness of the 
police response to this incident.
The church PCC was thanked for sorting out the mess of gravel that had been 
causing problems to pedestrians near the old phone box.
The Chair was pleased to report that all the oak trees planted at the cemetery
last autumn appeared to have survived the worst of the recent severe 
weather and the attacks of any local wildlife.
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Following repairs to the bench on Pilgrim’s Green, further tidying up work 
around the parish will be undertaken in the near future. This will include jobs 
around the bus shelter and at the cemetery.
Fressingfield Community Gardeners are planning another open gardens 
weekend on 13/14 June 2020.

19.10.2 The Clerk. There is no news yet from Suffolk Highways concerning the safety 
barriers on the footpath around The Old Forge nor the repairs to the junction 
at Jubilee Corner.
Councillor GMcG had arranged for a £500 grant to be given for the NDP.
Suffolk’s police commissioner, Tim Passmore, will hold an informal drop-in at 
Eye Town Hall on Thursday 19 September, 4.30pm to 7pm.
Councillor GMcG had passed on a request to lower the road speed limit on 
Laxfield Road on the outskirts of the village. (This will be discussed at the next 
meeting.)
It was agreed to arrange with SALC training for the full council. This will be on 
planning. A date has yet to be arranged but it will be on a first Tuesday of the 
month.

19.11 Finance 
19.11.1 Payments due were checked by 2 councillors against invoices. It was proposed

to complete these payments online. This was agreed unanimously. Online 
authorisation was completed after the meeting.

19.11.2 Finance reports. The bank reconciliation statement (attached) was scrutinised 
and agreed to be correct.
A separate report on the income and expenditure for the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan was scrutinised by councillors. It shows that expenditure is 
still within the total of grants received. 

19.11.3 The contracts for grounds maintenance are due for renewal in November. 
This will be discussed at the Finance Committee meeting in October. 
Councillors suggested that appropriate levels maintenance (e.g. scarifying, 
rolling) be added to the contract for the playing field as well as ensuring it is 
cut to a level suitable for football.

19.12 Matters brought by the chair or councillors (inc matters from correspondence) 
The Chair alerted councillors to the fact that plans for a new charity, possibly to be called 
the Fresssingfield Family Charity, are being drawn up. This would be to replace the 
Eleemosynary Charity which was wound up earlier this year.

The meeting closed at 10.15pm.

Signed:            

Chairman Date
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