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Minutes of the Fressingfield Parish Council meeting held in Sancroft Hall 

on Tuesday 17 September 2019 at 7.30pm 

Present: Alex Brockhurst; Alex Day; Garry Deeks; Philip Eastgate; Tom Lindsay; Nick Stolls; Rachael 
Troughton; Andrew Vessey; Di Warne. Also in Attendance: Two members of the public; Councillor 
Hadingham (MSDC) arrived after attending a meeting of Weybread PC; Councillor McGregor (SCC); Andy 
Parris, clerk to the council and RFO.  

19.1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

19.2 Apologies for absence: Received and accepted from Tracey Tyas (health) 

19.3 Members’ declarations of interest. There were none. Any dispensations requested? No. 

19.4 To resolve that the minutes of previous meetings (28/08/2019) are correct. This was agreed 
unanimously. There was a discussion about how to minute the public forum. 
Clerk to clarify requirements and usual practice for minuting the public forum. 

19.5 The meeting was closed for the public forum. There was a discussion about who checks that the 
defibrillator is working properly and whether volunteers carrying out checks would be liable if 
the unit failed after a check. It was agreed to set out a procedure and timetable for such checks 
and that they would be formally recorded. 
Clerk to draw up procedures and resolve issues surrounding liability. 

It was reported to that there was a near-accident on Laxfield Road which could have caused 

injury to a cyclist. The council urges all residents to park considerately and use off-road parking 

facilities wherever they are available. 

November Newsletter in Six Sense to remind parishioners of dangers/responsibilities 
The meeting was re-opened at 8pm. 

19.6 Planning 

DC/19/02843 Repairs and replacement of roofs to Hemm Dinn and Cherrywood. Application 

approved. 

19.7 Matters from the Village Improvement Plan.  

19.7.1 Each home in the parish will receive a leaflet (in Six Sense) describing the Fressingfield 

Good Neighbours Scheme (Caring for Fressingfield). This will be the first notification to 

parishioners about the start of the scheme. It will be important in helping discover who 

would like some extra assistance and also those who would be happy to act as drivers. 

The council agreed unanimously to pay £72 for the cost of printing these leaflets. 

19.7.2 The chair informed the council that following last month’s meeting the immediate 

priorities from the village improvement plan are:  

i) controlling speeding in the village and improving road safety. (GMcG will get dates for 

the agreed plan to put a pedestrian safety barrier at the end of the alley around The Old 

Forge and to get the white lines re-painted on Jubilee Corner.) 

ii) getting the good neighbours scheme up and running (see 19.6.1) 

iii) street lighting. Efficient LED lights have been fitted to all parish-owned street lights. 

Residents of The Laurels have expressed the view that no further streetlights are needed 

on Stradbroke Road. Clerk to clarify with SCC its policy on upgrading streetlights 

iv) resolving problems caused by poor drainage. (Has the work done on the pumping 

station on Harleston Hill had the expected effect on problems in the Low road area of the 

village?)  Clerk to contact Anglia Water to arrange a meeting to clarify  

 

https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PT1ESQSHKWV00&prevPage=previous
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In the next group of priorities are: 

v) affordable housing 

vi) trees and the environment 

vii) playing field and sports and social club 

viii) supporting village groups  

ix) transport 

19.7.3 An invitation to tender for the ground maintenance (the playpark, the cemetery and the 

playing field) has been placed in the Diss Mercury. Councillors were alerted to the 

existence of the Climate Action Fund. A £100m grant-pot available from the National 

Lottery Community Fund. 

19.8 Reports from 

19.8.1 County councillor. Councillor McGregor. GMcG confirmed that there are ongoing 

discussions about the EDF scheme to build a second nuclear reactor at Sizewell. There is 

concern about the disruption that will be caused, not least to the local economy, by years 

of construction on the site.  

Although the new school transport scheme has been implemented there are still some 

families whose problems have not been resolved. 

19.8.2 The Chair of the council reported that there had been some positive changes at the 

sports and social club including the appointment of a part-time manager. Councillors 

discussed what other changes may be necessary to make best use of this parish-owned 

building and its facilities. As well as specific suggestions, it was proposed that there could 

be a parish wide survey to discover what it might be used for in the future. The council 

was reminded that the whole site is a council asset. 

This year’s commemoration for Armistice day at the cemetery will be that the flag is 

flown on November 11. 

Tidying up jobs around the village by Fressingfield Fairies include the area around the bus 

shelter, the hedge at the playing field, tree planting at the cemetery and the pill box on 

the Cratfield Rd. Chair to organise 

It was also agreed that the wall on Harleston Road next to the bottle bank and the pond 

near the Fox and Goose could be added to the list. No decision was made about who 

would carry out these repairs and improvements. 

 

The meeting was closed at 9.20pm to hear about a Christmas Tree Festival to be 

organised by the parish church. Full details will be circulated nearer the time. Any money 

raised from donations during this festival will be given to a new charity to be created in 

the village which will be called the Fressingfield Family Trust. The Chair then gave details 

of how he is looking for people to join a ‘ghost’ trust board to help set up the trust. The 

meeting re-opened at 9.30pm 

 

19.8.3 The Clerk to the council. A request from a parishioner to extend the 30 and 40mph speed 

limits out of the village along Laxfield Rd was discussed. It was agreed to contact Suffolk 

Highways to request speed survey markers be placed on the road between the current 

30mph sign and White Post Cottage. Clerk to organise 
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It was agreed unanimously to spend £45 to buy 4 hedgehog warning road signs to be 

placed on New St. and Harleston Hill. A parishioner has agreed to be responsible for 

erecting these during appropriate seasons of the year. Clerk to arrange 

Mark Kalinauckas has agreed to be the parish footpath warden. 

Whole council training will be arranged with SALC for 3 December at 7pm. The subject 

will be planning. 

19.8.4 District councillor. LH’s written report published by MSDC is available on the website. Her 

verbal report on more local issues included information about the chicken factory in 

Weybread (proposed to be closed on 1/11/19.) The future for the site once the factory 

closes has not yet been decided. LH also gave details of the ceremony in Fressingfield 

Parish Church, celebrating her appointment as Chair of MSDSC on 8 December. 

19.9 Response to MSDC draft Joint Local Plan. There was a discussion about the value of 

sending in a detailed response to the district council’s draft plan. It was felt that more 

general responses are likely to be the most effective. NS presented a change to his 

original draft response. Councillors felt this accurately reflected their views and asked NS 

to put this onto the district council’s consultation website. 

19.10 Finance  

19.10.1Payments due were checked by 2 councillors against invoices and the standing order 

schedule. It was proposed to complete these payments. The council agreed unanimously. 

(Online authorisation was completed after the meeting.) 

19.10.2Finance reports. The bank reconciliation statement (attached) was scrutinised and 

agreed to be correct.  

It was agreed that if urgent payments need to be made between meetings this can be arranged 

by the RFO and the council would be made aware at the next meeting. 

19.11 Matters brought by councillors or the clerk (inc matters from correspondence)  

Following an enquiry from a parishioner, the chair confirmed that the pile of branches left after 

the cemetery hedges was cut, will be removed in the next few weeks.  

 
The meeting closed at 10.25pm. 

  

Signed:             

 

  Chairman     Date     

 



FRESSINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL  STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 20/09/2019

Fressingfield Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation Statement for 03/09/19

Statements  numbered 51 and 49

Current Account £25,095.48

Less unpresented cheques
Suffolk Preservation Soc 300250 £30.00

£25,065.48

Deposit Account £25,665.95

Bank activity after 02/09/19

Payments to be authorised

* Pearce and Kemp Ltd (Oct) SO 29.64

HMRC BACS 100

MSDC BACS 318

C Tooley SO 156.6

C Toley BACS 5.4

* C Tooley SO 162

Fressingfield PCC BACS 45

G Deeks 300251 75.05

A J Parris BACS 75.85

* A J Parris SO 371.24

* = standing orders due before next meeting

Total £1,338.78

Receipts

MSDC 12605

MSDC 480.29

Total £13,085.29

£62,477.94

Ringfenced reserves
Cemetery Fabric Maintenance 1200.00
CIL 305.00
NDPlan 1695.76
PCSO 11000.00
Neighbourhood Watch 304.44

14505.20

Balance of Available Funds: £47,972.74

Emergency contingency 15000

Balance minus emerg contin £32,972.74

NB Sept SO for 
street lights 
already taken 
from this figure
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