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Minutes of the Fressingfield Parish Council meeting held in Sancroft Hall, 

Fressingfield on Tuesday 16 July 2019 at 7.30pm 

Present: Alex Brockhurst, Alex Day, Garry Deeks (chair), Philip Eastgate, Tom Lindsay, Nick Stolls,  Rachael 

Troughton, Tracey Tyas, Andrew Vessey, Di Warne. 

Also in Attendance: 12 members of the public; Councillor Hadingham (MSDC); Councillor McGregor (SCC); 

Andy Parris, clerk to the council and RFO.  

19.1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

19.2 Apologies for absence: There were none. 

19.3 Members’ declarations of interest. None were declared. Any dispensations requested? No 

19.4 To resolve that the minutes of previous meetings (18/06/09) are correct. It was agreed that the 

minutes were a true record of the meeting. 

19.5 The public forum. Concern was expressed by two members of the public about GD’s name being 

on 3 separate submissions to the appeal panel about the housing on Post Mill Lane. Two of these 

submissions were in favour of the housing development, one was opposed. It was questioned 

whether he could remain as chair of the council if he personally had conflicting views to the 

council. GD clarified that although the submissions to the appeal panel carried his name, he was, 

as chair, presenting the parish council views which oppose the housing development. The school 

governing body, which he also chairs, supports the development. GD had also sent in a personal 

response from him and his wife. GD stated that this clear separation of roles did not represent a 

conflict of interest as had been suggested. A third member of the public supported him in this 

view. Councillors agreed that some of the concerns expressed in the public forum could have 

been ameliorated if, for instance, the clerk had forwarded the council’s response to the appeals 

panel. 

19.6 Councillors were given the opportunity to express opinions on the views aired in the public 

forum. Those who spoke, appreciated that a division can be drawn between council views and 

personal views; felt the responses to the appeals panel could have been completed by different 

councillors or school governors; and were concerned that the chair’s personal views seemed to 

reflect those of one of the housing developers.  

19.7 Reports from 

19.7.1 County councillor: GMcG confirmed that funding for the children’s centre at Eye has been 

protected. He also confirmed that stage bus services are being drastically reduced in this 

part of Suffolk. This is in addition to the significant changes to the school bus services. 

(The funding for all families has not yet been guaranteed, particularly those moving on to 

high school.) The weekly service to Norwich is not sponsored by SCC but by Norfolk 

County Council. The decision to end this service has been taken by Simonds. He was 

challenged to say what can be done to protect this well-used service. He advised the 

council to write to Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Rural Affairs, Mary 

Evans. 

19.7.2 District councillor: LH confirmed that the changes to refuse collect had been made to 

make the routes more fuel efficient. BMSDC meetings are now live streamed on YouTube. 

This will be full council and committee meetings, including planning meetings. 

Fressingfield is a hinterland village in MSDC joint local plan. Grants are available for local 

groups whose projects or organisation have an impact on local residents. Contact Lavinia 

Hadingham lavinia.hadingham@midsuffolk.gov.uk for details. There will be free 

swimming sessions at Stradbroke Pool for under 16s from 23 August to 3 September. 

mailto:lavinia.hadingham@midsuffolk.gov.uk
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19.8 Planning 

DC/19/02843. Application for Listed Building Consent - Repairs and replacement of roofs 

to Hemm Dinn and Cherrywood, Church Street, Fressingfield. The council supports this 

application with no further comments. 

DC/19/03104. Planning Application - Erection of 3no. detached dwellings. Land adjacent 

to Midnight Mill, Harleston Hill, Fressingfield. The council has serious concerns about this 

development. First, the flood risk document does not take full account of recent 

experiences with surface and water and sewerage flooding in the area. Secondly, the 

council feels that access to the site will be dangerous and disruptive for large vehicles. 

This will be the case even if the bridge is widened to 4.8m. The council voted to make 

MSDC aware of these concerns and reservations.  

19.9 Neighbourhood Development Plan 

19.9.1 Progress report: After some fine tuning, the NDP steering group agreed to present 

the following three documents for formal approval by the parish council. An 

external examiner of the plan has been agreed (Janet Cheesely) How the plan can 

be reviewed was discussed. The parish council will need to decide on how this will 

be best done, perhaps including outcomes in the report at the annual parish 

meeting. 

19.9.2 The chair thanked and congratulated the steering committee and its consultant for 

the professional and insightful work they have done. He proposed to formally 

approve (joyfully) the following three documents. 

1. Reg 16 Neighbourhood development plan 

2. The consultation statement 

3. The conditions statement. 

This was seconded. The council voted to approve the three documents.  

19.10 Village Improvement Plan: There was an initial discussion about how to make this relevant to 

parishioners and how to get groups involved in its different elements. This will be a major item on 

the August agenda 

AD to publicise elements on the website. Clerk to write similar for Six Sense. 
 AV to develop ideas for FLHAG involvement.  

AV explained progress with the good neighbour scheme. This will be an item on the August 

agenda in order to get this new overarching scheme underway in September. 

19.11 Reports 

19.11.1 The Chair: GD reported on current problems at the Sports and Social Club. The meeting 

was closed at 9.35pm.  

Roger Cufley spoke to the council concerning the urgent need to recruit a manager to act 

as spark to reignite interest, activity and profitability at the Sports and Social Club. 

Currently much is dependent on a small group of volunteers. The club is home to a 

number of groups (bowls club, tennis club, RBL, darts team, community gardeners etc.) It 

has been refurbished and has an attractive ambiance. Only GD is formally connected as a 

trustee of the Playing Field Management Committee. DW will join him to attend the AGM 

next month, to discuss what is needed and how the parish council can advise and support 

any developments. 

GD and DW to report back to next council meeting 

The meeting was reopened at 10pm 
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19.11.2 The Clerk: There is continuing concern from residents about the large vehicles using 

Wood Lane. The clerk has advised them that damage to the road and verges is a Suffolk 

Highways matter, whilst damage to private property is a police matter.  

The additional cost for the extended pedestrian barrier will be met by Cllr McG, from the 

locality budget. 

The idea of a mini-fete/festival on the playing field next summer has been raised by a 

parishioner. The council is supportive of the idea and is keen to hear how it can be 

arranged.  

19.11.3 Finance Committee report from DW: DW selected as chair of the committee. Terms of 

reference reviewed. A quorum of three means ano councillor could be called upon to join 

the committee in an emergency prior to a scheduled meeting. A performance review 

policy for staff was agreed. Dates and draft agendas were agreed for future meetings. A 

grant for £75 for Fressingfield Community Gardeners had been applied for. The 

committee recommends the council gives the grant. This was proposed and the council 

voted to give this grant.  

19.12 Finance  

19.12.1 Payments due were checked by 2 councillors against invoices. Online authorisation 

was completed after these checks. 

19.12.2 Finance reports. The bank reconciliation statement (attached) was scrutinised and 

agreed to be accurate. The clerk explained that the report showing budget plans 

compared to actual expenditure would in future be presented to the finance 

committee rather than to the whole council. 

19.12.3 Internal audit SALC had given considerable assistance to the clerk to enable him to 

prepare the accounts for the audit. 

19.12.4 Funding for the whole NDP project was discussed. 

Clerk to clarify decisions made by the council to support the project. 

19.13 Matters brought by the chair or councillors (inc matters from correspondence)  

Proposed date of Wednesday 28 August for next council meeting. This will be in Sancroft Hall 

New date to be booked by the clerk and confirmed when circulated with the minutes. 

 

The meeting closed at 10.25pm. 
  

Signed:             

 

  Chair     Date     

 


