
 

 

Minutes of Fressingfield Parish Council meeting held in Sancroft Hall, 
Fressingfield on Tuesday 21st May 2019 at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Garry Deeks, Andrew Vessey, Tom Lindsay, Di Warne, Alex Brockhurst, 
Tracey Tyas, Alex Day, Rachel Troughton, Nick Stolls 
 
Also in attendance Lavinia Hadingham MSDC councillor, Guy McGregor SCC 
councillor. 
 
19.1 Welcome. The outgoing chair welcomed all returning councillors and new 
councillors to the first meeting of this new term of the Parish Council. Each councillor 
introduced themselves. 
 
19.2  Declarations of acceptance of office were completed by all councillors present. 
 
19.3  Election of Chair. Garry Deeks was nominated by Andrew Vessey, seconded by 
Rachel Troughton. No further nominations were received and consequently Garry 
Deeks was elected unopposed. 
 
19.4 Apologies received from councillor Philip Eastgate (holiday) and the clerk, Andy 
Parris (illness). In his absence Nick Stolls undertook the minute taking responsibilities. 
 
19.5 Member’s declaration of interest. None were received at this stage of the 
meeting. There were no requests for dispensations. 
 
19.6 Public forum. 2 members of the public were present but did not wish to speak. 
 
19.7 To receive reports from District and County councillors.  
councillor Hadingham. See attached report although at the time of presenting she had 
been elected as chair of the Council rather than simply nominated as reported. 
councillors questioned LH on issues including  

• the number of Council houses in the village receiving the ‘green’ upgrade 

• the unacceptably long period that council houses remain unoccupied between the 
change in residents 

• concerns over the distance constituents now have to travel should they wish to meet 
council officials since the move of MSDC from Needham Market to Endeavour House, 
Ipswich. LH advised she was always available to be contacted by phone should 
constituents have concerns. There is also a surgery available in Stowmarket. 

Guy McGregor. Councillor McGregor rehearsed issues of 

• School transport. The current arrangements for school transport will be honored 
although no reassurance was given for children starting school in the future calling into 
question the availability of the same schools their siblings currently attend. 

• the Ofsted report into the Children’s Social Care Services was recorded as 
Outstanding - one of only 7 of this category in the country 

• the County Council are undertaking a study into how bus public services are 
supported in the county. 
 



 

 

• there was no further news over the threatened closure of the Eye Children’s Centre 

• it was reported that 90% of the county is now able to receive broadband services. 
 
Parish councillors questioned councillor McGregor on issues such as 

• School transport changes and the hardship these changes might have on many 
families. The governors of the Academy within which Fressingfield primary school sits, 
are requesting details from families where hardship might be experienced to forward 
to councillor McGregor. 

• Concerns were expressed that these proposed changes will fragment families if 
siblings have to attend different schools to be eligible for receive free transport. 

• Concerns were also raised over the impact this initiative will have on secondary school 
attendance, together with the increase in household bills should parents choose to 
transport their children privately. It was reported that other parish councils in the area 
had met with councillor McGregor voicing similar concerns. 

 
19.8 To confirm the outstanding draft minutes of previous meetings 
 
19.8.1 Meeting 16th April 2019. 19.8 To confirm the outstanding draft minutes of 
previous meetings. Amendments to 19.7, the Chairman’s report, and 19.10.2 were 
proposed and agreed. The amended minutes were accepted as a true record of the 
meeting. [The agreed minutes are as posted on the council’s website.] 
 
The meeting was closed with unanimous agreement of the council to allow a member of 
the public to speak. 
When the meeting re-opened both members of the public left. 
 
19.8.2 Annual Parish meeting minutes 30th April 2019. These were accepted as a 
true record of the meeting. 
 
19.9 To organise Council committees and councillor’s responsibilities. 
The chair requested nominations to the position of Vice chair of the council. Alex Day 
was nominated by Rachel Troughton and seconded by Nick Stolls. As there were no 
other nominations, Alex Day was elected unopposed and was congratulated by the 
chair and fellow councillors. 
The chair discussed the sub committees of the council and invited comments on 
reducing the size of the planning committee, to reduce the function of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee to simply the Finance committee and dispensing with the 
internal internal auditors. This final point was accepted but a discussion around the 
structure of the two subcommittees should be postponed until the clerk was present. 
An additional representative to the Sports and Social club committee , in addition to 
Garry Deeks who is a trustee, was invited. Alex Brockhurst expressed an interest but 
would offer a formal interest at the next full meeting of the council after she had had a 
chance for deliberation. 
  



 

 

Garry Deeks agreed to continue as the parish tree warden. At this point he reported that 
the Suffolk Tree Warden Network in conjunction with the Woodland Trust had offered 
free saplings for planting in the village. It was agreed to take up this opportunity. A 
discussion will be held at the next meeting over where they should be planted although 
it was agreed that the cemetery on the Stradbroke Road would benefit from additional 
trees. 
Currently there is no footpath warden although the chair publicly thanked Trevor 
Orchard for his help in surveying the parishes footpaths and replacing many finger posts 
and way marker, assisted with a team of helpers. It was suggested that those who walk 
the footpaths might comment on the Parish Council website of any problems, 
obstructions or missing furniture from the local footpaths for repairs to take place. 
 
19.10 Reports. 
Chair. Speed indicator signs. Funds have been identified for the placement of this 
device in the village and members of the council were due to inspect a potential device 
in the next few weeks. 
Training for new councillors was highlighted at SALC headquarters and a training 
session for the entire council at an available first Tuesday evening in the Sancroft Hall 
was advised. Also, those new councillors could avail themselves of a more experienced 
mentor from the returning number on council should they feel they needed assistance - 
all new councillors had had experience within councils elsewhere in the country. 
NDP report. The official public consultation process of the draft NDP had just 
completed and the public and statutory consultee responses were being assessed and 
amendments being made to the draft ready for inspection by MSDC and an 
Independent Examiner. There were only helpful responses from consultation. Once the 
next stage of assessment has been completed then the NDP would be considered a 
document that had to be considered in the event of further planning applications, even 
before it had been ‘made’ at the parish referendum. 
 
19.11 Planning applications. 
DC/19/01657. Application for Listed Building Consent - Installation of a 
satellite dish to the rear of the property. The council had no objections. 
 
DC/19/02226 Outline Planning Application (all matters reserved) Erection 
of Eco House. The Cottage Church Street Fressingfield. The Council were pleased to 
support an example of a property designed for all age use although slight reservations 
were expressed over the position it occupied on the plot particularly at the rear of the 
building.  
 
DC/19/02295 Householder Planning Application - Erection of a two-storey rear 
extension and single storey side extension. Arcadia Harleston Hill Fressingfield. The 
council supported this application. 
 
19.12. Finance. Decisions on finance and approval of payments were postponed until 
the health of the clerk allowed his attendance at the next full council meeting. 
  



 

 

 
19.13. Entrance to the Fox and Goose car park. Reports had been received that 
stone chippings used to surface the entrance to the Fox and Goose car park were being 
transported by vehicles onto the pavement and roadway near the Sancroft Hall making 
the pavement dangerous for pedestrians. Nick Stolls agreed to ask the Parochial 
Church Council for their comments and to try and identify a solution and report back to 
the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
19.14. Dates of future council meetings. It was agreed to continue with full Parish 
Council meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of every month and for planning meetings to be 
scheduled monthly on the first Tuesday. 
 
19.15. Matters of information brought by councillors. 

• The streetlights had been upgraded on Laxfield Road and were considered a 
great improvement. 

• Andrew Vessey reported that the neighbourhood assistance advice and support 
scheme leaflet was soon to be published. 

• Garry Deeks reported that he was keen to develop greater opportunities for 
tourism in the village 

• Di Warne asked if the Village Improvement Plan could be a standing agenda item 

• Garry Deeks reported that activity by Suffolk Highways to measure up for the 
safety barrier on the footpath behind the Old Forge had been observed. 

• there was a view that the chairman should in fact be referred to as 'chair' to align 
the council with 21st century terminology of individuals undertaking this role in all 
committees. 

 
19.16. Dates for next meeting. 
 
Full council  Tuesday 4th June 
Full council  Tuesday 18th June  
 


