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Thursday, 28 March 2019
Fressingfield Annual Parish Meeting – Tuesday 30 April 2019
I would like to extend an invitation to you to attend the Annual Parish
Meeting and to present a report on what your group has been doing during
the last year.
Traditionally, this has been a written summary of your activities which has
been read to the meeting. This year’s meeting will be different. It will be
split into two parts.
Part 1

You are invited to write a brief report of the past year in
your group – the details for this are down to you. Please
send the report to me by Friday 19 April at the latest. These
reports will then be posted on the village websites and will
be available at the meeting on 30 April. During the
meeting, you may be asked a few questions about the
report. The report will then be added to the minutes of the
meeting.

Part 2

You are invited to give a presentation (maximum of 3
minutes) that will give the meeting an insight into your
group that goes beyond the written report. For example, it
might be appropriate for your group to display some work
or photographs; or to put together a slide show or a few
minutes of video; or to challenge us with a quiz, sing a song
or present a snippet of drama. It will be whatever you think
will tell other villagers something about your group.

You have a blank canvas - as long as it is legal, honest and decent and
fits into your 3-minute time slot! (A display, of course, would be in place
for the whole of the meeting.) If you want advice or help with a display or
with projecting a collection of photos or a slide/video show, please contact
me sooner rather than later.
This meeting will be held on Tuesday 30 April in Sancroft Hall beginning at
7.30pm. I will be happy to send you a copy of the agenda with the draft
minutes from 2018 should you wish to have them. Agendas and minutes
will, of course, be available at the meeting.
I would be grateful if you could let me know if you are able to attend and
whether you will be taking advantage of your three minutes. I look forward
to seeing you there.

Mr A J Parris, clerk to Fressingfield Parish Council
Tel: 01379 586745 or 07873 970834
The Stooks, Feaveryears Yard, Fressingfield. IP21 5PG
Email: clerk.fresspc@gmail.com

1st Fressingfield Scout Group
REPORT to the Parish Councils 2018-2019.
Thank you for the opportunity to share the great work of the 1st Fressingfield Scout Group.
Those who review our annual reports will notice a change of logo for our Scout Group, as the national
Scout Association launched its rebranding, we concluded ours locally and our new Group logo,
incorporates the pilgrim from the Fressingfield village sign and a traditional fleur de leys. We are
proud of both our history and local roots.
1st Fressingfield Scout Group membership increased from the previous year, at the census in April we
had membership of 159, including leaders and the Executive committee, up from 136.
Over the financial year 2018/2019 the 1st Fressingfield Scout Group have continued to generate
significant amounts of income, our general fund that supports our day to day operational costs continues
to have a healthy balance – largely due to membership subscriptions. Our Explorer Unit has raised
almost £20,000 to fund our international programme, with 11 members of the Group heading out to
Kenya in a few weeks time for a 16 day expedition.
Finally our development fund, has both generated and largely spent £50,000 on developments at our
new Priory Road site, where we have been working really hard to develop facilities that support our
scouting programme. This includes a recently installed obstacle course paid for by a £10,000 National
Lottery grant, environmental works with a £450 grant from the Adnams Trust, nearly 500 saplings
planted donated by the Woodland Trust and engineering works kindly supported by Cowhams Car and
Commercial.
The Scout Group continues to provide exceptional opportunities to our young people from five year old
Beavers to 17 year old Explorers and to our growing team of volunteer adult leaders, to whom I pay a
sincere vote of thanks to. We have launched three new sections this year, including Tiger Cubs on a
Monday and we now provide scouting opportunities at our new Yoxford and Peasenhall School Scout
section, an innovative method of getting scouting into the school curriculum.
The has been so much happening at 1st Fressingfield Scout Group this year I would like to present to
you 1st Fressingfield Scout Group 2018 in music and pictures.
Click here for a short film on our 2018 adventure
Yours in Scouting
Andrew

Report prepared by Andrew Aalders-Dunthorne, Group Scout Leader.
13th March 2019

FRESSINGFIELD ART CLUB
The Club has been active now for 10 years and welcomes anyone interested in painting to join us
on Fridays between 10am and 12 noon at the Sancroft Hall.
We are a very friendly group of people of differing abilities and eager to support one another in
our artistic journeys. We paint in any medium although watercolour seems to be favoured by most.
Our fees at the moment are £20 for a 15 week term. The Committee provides a selection of
suggested painting subjects which can be followed weekly or the artist can choose to paint their
own choice of subject. We all provide our own art materials and new members can be helped and
advised on that.
Each term we have a professional artist give us a workshop at no extra cost to members.
Please join us at our next Exhibition and Coffee Morning, being held on Friday 17th May 10 am
until midday. There will be a chance then to view our work and maybe even buy one or two
paintings!
Ann Jones
Chairman

FRESSINGFIELD CRAFT GROUP
The Craft Group meets on a Monday morning in the Sancroft Hall, from 9.30am to 12noon
under the leadership of Christine Lindsay.
We currently have 30 members who mostly work on their own projects, but sometimes we
do work on projects which involve the majority of members. Over the last year, these
included the cross stitch picture of Fressingfield Medical Centre designed by Christine,
presented to Nurse Cathy Tooley in recognition of her dedication and years of service given
to the people of Fressingfield at the Surgery. We managed to keep this secret from Cathy
and I think it was fair to say she was completely overwhelmed when Christine presented it
to her. The group also decided to mark the commemoration of the end of World War 1 by
making “100 Hearts for 100 years”. Each member (and friends and relatives) made 1 or
more red felt hearts, individually designed and decorated, and these were displayed in the
Parish Church on Remembrance Sunday. They made a stunning display. Some members
also helped children at the Primary School make their own hearts and these were displayed
in the Church on the altar. As well as learning some basic sewing skills, the children gained
some knowledge of the war and how it affected local people.
At present, the Group is working on a project making patchwork quilts which will be
donated to EACH (East Anglian Children’s Hospice). Previously, we have made quilts for the
Linus Project – the quilts being donated to sick or bereaved children providing comfort and
security.
The Group also welcomes visiting crafters, making cards, jewellery, Christmas wreaths,
decorations etc. In May, the Group will be visiting Willowcraft Pottery at Poringland.
Members paint their own designs on to items provided by Willowcraft which are then glazed
and fired.
The Group also enjoys trips out to craft exhibitions and a Christmas Lunch.
A fee of £2 per person is charged which covers rent for the hall, visiting speakers and a
contribution is made per person for the Christmas lunch.
We are continually welcoming new members who have moved into the village and we offer
a friendly and cheerful environment on a Monday morning!

FRESSINGFIELD BOWLS CLUB REPORT TO THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2019
The FBC had an enjoyable 2018 season. We competed in 3 leagues and in one we finished a
creditable third. We were delighted when Rosemary Gyford our club Treasurer was appointed as
President of Suffolk County Ladies Bowls for2018 a role she will also fulfil in 2019.The annual
bowls tournament was attended by 60 visiting bowlers raised funds for the club. We also hosted the
finals of the Suffolk Ladies County Competitions and this attracted over 80 competitors together
with 120 supporters. This event provided monies for FBC and the Sports and Social Club (took
£700 on the bar. The annual presentation dinner was held at the Bungay Golf Club.
As the season came to an end we realised that due to illness and age our membership would be
critically reduced to such an extent the Club could close, Not only did we need more players but we
needed some fit ones to assist with the maintenance of the bowls green. The green is maintained by
the members and totally funded out of club funds. We launched a public appeal in Six Sense and
received a very positive response that has ensured we face the coming season with over 30
members.
Many of those who responded were new bowlers, so we arranged training by 2 Suffolk County
coaches. We can now look forward to fulfilling our fixtures in the coming season. Having said that
anyone interested in bowls is welcomed to attend our weekly roll up every week.
There is one dark cloud on the horizon and that is the future of the SSC if the current chairman
resigns and a replacement is not found it will cease to function. This facility is used by FBC for
changing and entertaining visiting clubs. The Parish Council needs to give urgent attention to this
problem.

Fressingfield Bell Ringers Report for Annual Parish Meeting 2019

At the present time, we at Fressingfield Bell Ringers have eight members (Four male and four
female) including our Tower Captain, Adam hay, who we borrow from Wingfield. Unfortunately, we
are not able to ring all eight bells very often due to members’ other commitments, although we
managed to do so on 11th November 2018 to mark the centenary of The Armistice.

We are able to ring most Sundays and practise at Fressingfield on alternate Wednesday evenings,
and the other week at Wingfield.

Last year there was only one wedding to ring for but this year we have already rung for one and have
another coming up in July.

Four bands of ringers from various parts of the country also visited the village to ring our bells.

As is common with most other towers, we are always looking for new members to carry on this
traditional pastime. Also, anyone wishing to learn to ring will be welcomed with open arms.
Chris Barber

01379 586217 07990 923898 chris.barber472@gmail.com

District Council Report for Fressingfield Annual Parish Meeting
The last year has been quite a roller coaster ride for Fressingfield with the large planning
applications coming to committee and thankfully and rightly refused on highways grounds of
pedestrian safety; the lack of local Infrastructure; and problems with drainage and flooding.
I’m confident that Fressingfield’s profile has been significantly raised and a good relationship
developed with both the planning and highways departments.
Support in the local community has included funds given to the Rural Coffee Caravan,
Fressingfield Sports & Social Club, Fressingfield Playingfield Management Committee,
Fressingfield Neighbourhood Plan Committee and Home Start, who have recently started a
mother and baby story time held in Fressingfield Baptist Chapel.
In the last year Mid-Suffolk District Council has:


Completed the move to Endeavour House, potentially saving £5.8 million over the
next decade.



Significantly reduced the council property void time from 51 days to 24.



Secured £475,200 from the Warm Homes Fund to help residents improve their home
heating and tackle fuel poverty, including installing 180 air source heat pumps to
council properties.



Adopted neighbourhood plans for Stradbroke and Debenham.

Lavinia Hadingham.
Ward Member for Fressingfield.
Mid Suffolk District Council.

Report for the Fressingfield Parish Council Annual Meeting
Fressingfield Community Gardeners
Prepared by Tony Newton, Chairman
During the past year the Fressingfield Community Gardeners Club has gone from strength to
strength, with increased membership and increased attendance at our monthly meetings.
We meet on the third Monday of every month at the Fressingfield Sports & Social Club and
generally have a talk from an expert in some field of gardening, horticulture, fruit and veg
growing. At least twice a year we also have a group visit to a local garden or a further afield
RHS or similar attraction.
This past year has been no exception, and we have had entertaining and informative (often
interactive) talks on such subjects as Delphiniums, Orchids, Pelargoniums, Fungi, Bonsai,
Growing Vegetables in a small space, early Spring colour from bulbs and shrubs and on Lawn
maintenance, among others. We had visits to Helmingham Hall Gardens and to Hyde Hall
RHS Gardens, and also to our own Christine and Lester Baker’s wonderful gardens.
Of course, the highlight of our calendar this year was the talk given by celebrity gardener
and radio personality Bob Flowerdew who spoke at length about his experiences in
gardening to an audience of over 90 people from the area.
We can’t promise another year that will include a speaker such as Mr Flowerdew, but we
can keep up the standard of our monthly talks, visits and events. During the coming months
we have visits planned to specialist nursery Woottens to see their Iris collection and to the
wonderful gardens at East Ruston. We have a guest speaker who is the Head Gardener at
the Royal Pavilion in Brighton and talks on Hostas and on Herbaceous borders, as well as our
traditional seed and plant swap and social evenings.
But the big thing for this year is our Flower & Produce Show, which is being held on
Saturday 6 July. Communications are being sent out via 6 Sense and forms detailing the
many categories of flower, vegetable, craft, baking and making categories, including special
Children’s categories, is now available in the Mace shop. If you plan to exhibit, and certainly
if you are planning to grow something, you’ll need to get a move on!

The Neighbourhood Watch Team was formed back in 2005/6. However, activity became dormant
for a while due to one of the Key Members stepping down from their role.
In April 2018, a new Co-ordinator joined the team. Several new members were recruited to take
over areas that were not covered and we have just recruited a further member.
Over the past year, we have been able to access more information online which enables us to obtain
information on local crime more quickly and pass this on to the residents of Fressingfield. We have
also been able to obtain up to date crime figures for the area by directly connecting to the Suffolk
Police Connect Website.
Last July a new Community Engagement Officer, one of 9 for the County, was appointed. This
again has given us another direct communication link with the Suffolk Police.
We are in the process of replacing old and well worn N.H.W. signs around the village, thus making
them more visible.
All those involved in the Neighbourhood Watch are, like most organisations, volunteers. It is hoped
that the group will be able to continue long into the future.
Fressingfield Neighbourhood Watch.
April 2019.

2018/2019 has been another very successful year at Fressingfield Primary Church of England Primary
School.
In April 2018 the school formed an academy trust (The All Saints Trust) with four other schools in the
area (Stradbroke, Laxfield, Wortham and St Peters and Pauls, Eye). The trust has since grown to include
Dennington, Charsfield and Occold primaries, and there has been very positive feedback since its
creation. All the schools support each other and share good practice which is having a positive effect
on the outcomes for the children in all schools.
For the 2017/18 academic year Fressingfield was ranked 5 th out of all 328 primary schools in Suffolk for
key stage (KS) 2 progress and in the top 10% nationally for Reading and Writing, and the top 20% for
Maths. The excellent outcomes for all pupils in recent years is a reflection of how well the school
meets the needs of the children. A big emphasis is placed on delivering an engaging and exciting
curriculum and the feedback from the children is always very positive.
In relation to the curriculum our KS2 children studied the First World War during the Autumn term.
The children were part of the village Remembrance events which culminated in them creating
Remembrance Hearts, laying a wreath at the war memorial on Remembrance Sunday and being part of
the commemoration morning for local servicemen at St Peters and Pauls Church, and the Baptist
chapel.
To help enhance our Science curriculum and to support local wildlife a pond has been dug and over a
hundred trees have been planted on the school grounds. A Forest schools area has also been created
and is enjoyed by a wide range of children.
To promote healthy living the school has held a number of events promoting the importance of having
a good diet, taking regular exercise and looking after ones mental health. To help get every child active
the school has purchased a number of balance and small push bikes to ensure all children can learn to
ride by the time they leave the school.
The success of the school has been greatly supported by our Governors, especially Mary Lewis (ex
Chair of Governors), who retired from the Chairperson role last August - Garry Deeks has taken on the
Chair responsibilities.
The school has also benefitted significantly from donations. The school parents and friends group
(FOFSA) has raised significant amounts of money for the school and a very generous donation from the
Eleemosynary Charity has helped to make the school an even more stimulating environment. A grant
from Adnams was also used to the materials for the new pond.
As always I would like to say thank you to all the adults who have supported the children throughout
the year to help make their experience of school even more exciting and rewarding.
Mark Taylor
(Headteacher)

ANNUAL REPORT – Fressingfield Local History and Archive Group (FLAHG)
While we've had a great year listening to a wonderful range of speakers on a fascinating programme
of topics, what our Chairman, Andrew Vessey, talked about at our recent Annual General Meeting
were ways in which FLHAG was developing and widening its role within the community.
His first example follows on from the film-spools that Dr David Chase took of his family and our
village back in the '50s and '60s and which, lent by the family, are being put onto DVD for our
Archive. Not only will we at some point have a whole evening's viewing but, in view of Dr Chase's
unstinting service to the neighbourhood, offering a multitude of expressions of medical and pastoral
care FLHAG will instigate an Annual Dr David Chase Memorial Lecture. This would be open to the
wider public for a significant speaker to come and address the gathered communities that he once
embraced.
Andrew Vessey also spoke about the significant donation FLHAG has given to the local RBL
Branch for their Poppy Appeal as a result of selling the latest Book by members of the FLHAG
Archive Group. He went on to appeal to current members to consider helping in some way with the
future of our core-business: using and repairing the unique collection of photographic history and
artefact, some of which now gets put on the Village Website. We would dare to hope that with more
hands and more time it can be developed in appropriate ways for our increasingly digital age, where
accessibility no longer relies upon visiting a physical library space.
Lastly, having mentioned the widening range of membership-catchment, affecting programme
content and scope for visits, Andrew Vessey talked about a number of opportunities for FLHAG to
become involved in Parish Projects. These have been arising from the public consultations involved
with producing the Neighbourhood Development Plan. In the focusing on Heritage and
Development issues, these projects include undertaking a thorough Churchyard Survey, both
inscriptions and environmental recording, while, on a far more complex but all-important level,
helping to steer a major Project to find a satisfactory use and architectural conversion for the Stable
Block, sited alongside the Fox & Goose and Sancroft Hall.

Fressingfield Mothers' Union continues to flourish in this parish and across the Benefice. In 2018 we
had 31 members living in three of our parishes and close links with two further members who now
live in residential homes. We are part of the largest Christian mission organisation in the world with
over 4 million members in 84 countries.
The worldwide theme for our work and worship in 2018 was, 'In Mary Sumner's Footsteps'. Mary
Sumner founded the Mothers' Union more than 140 years ago. Her aim and vision was to bring
about a world where God’s love is shown in loving, respectful and flourishing relationships and this
continues to be the vision we share with all members worldwide. Through prayer, campaigning,
giving and volunteering we try to support family life wherever there is a need.
We have been using material from a new worldwide initiative called MULOA. This stands for
Mothers' Union Listens, Observes and Acts. Using Bible readings, prayer and discussion we are
seeing how Mothers' Union can engage and move forward, both locally and worldwide. This will
naturally be an ongoing process and the theme for 2019, 'Listen, Observe, Act – in step with God'
helps us to continue to explore ways of becoming more relevant in today's world Our new
Worldwide President, Sheran Harper, comes from Guyana. She is the first non-UK national to hold
this post which is another exciting development.
At our monthly meetings, we hear from a range of speakers who share our concerns for family life in
all its forms and variations. Members make a wide range of items from hats for seafarers, cardigans
and quilts for premature babies, 'cross in my pockets' through to Fiddle Muffs for those with
dementia. We also collect toiletries and items of clothing for both the Women's Refuge and Night
Shelter in Ipswich. Many members are involved with voluntary activities within their own villages.
A copy of our programme for 2019 is available in each of our churches and the Sancroft Hall, where
we meet on the first Thursday of every month. We welcome men and women, as members or
visitors, whatever their marital or parental situation, to all of our meetings.
Anna Vessey
Branch Leader

Neighbourhood Development Planning
A Neighbourhood Plan ( NDP) is a community led framework for guiding the future development and
growth of an area. The plan must be used to determine planning applications in a neighbourhood
area. It is a legislative process under the Localism Act 2011. It must meet national legislation,
contribute towards sustainable development and conform with local policy. It should not promote
less development that what is identified for the local area, rather be used as a tool to enhance the
area, and include policies on design and location. Community engagement is key, and the evidence
base that is to be created is based on the views, wants, needs and aspirations of locals. Local
knowledge is essential to help draw the plan together.
In January 2018 the Parish Council established an NDP Steering Group comprising representatives
from the parish council and wider community. It has met monthly to set in process the completion of
an NDP, scheduled to take approximately 2 years . The plan will run until 2036 and it will align with
Mid- Suffolk District Council Local Plan. ( currently being written) . Minutes of meetings and actions
are published on the Parish Council Website.
Throughout this process the steering group has been supported and advised by a very experienced
and well regarded consultant Andrea Long .
Having built on previous research by the parish council and local knowledge the Steering Group
drafted a vision, objectives and policy outlines for consultation with the parish community. In
September 2018 the first consultation took place. There were two drop-in sessions in Sancroft hall
over two days, staffed by the steering group team. In addition meetings were held with local clubs
and groups throughout the parish and discussions held with young people and some local
businesses.
The presentation was attended by 100 people. Together with the group discussions some 15% of the
community took part in the consultation which is better than the national average. Feedback from
the community was assimilated and published on the parish website.
Overall there was overwhelming agreement with the objectives and policy ideas. However, there
were many helpful additional comments, ideas and omissions put forward.
Some suggestions for inclusion fell outside the remit of an NDP and have subsequently been taken
on by the parish council as community projects or actions.
Between September 2018 and March 2019 the Steering Group incorporated amendments and
drafted a second plan. In addition a sub group of the steering group embarked on writing a
Character Appraisal of Fressingfield. This is to underpin the style and nature of building development
within the parish . It provides a historical context and review of current building design and heritage;
the character of local landscape and green spaces; environmental considerations. It lists designated
and non-designated heritage assets.
Further research was also carried out about drainage issues, planning criteria, local green spaces and
road safety. Members of the Steering group invited local landowners and developers specifically to a
special meeting in March, to gain their views on future building plans and to share with them how
the plan was progressing.

The steering group have worked closely with MSDC who are in the process of writing their own local
plan. They determine the demand for housing development in the parish .
In March 2019 Regulation 14 NDP Pre-submission consultation was held where the draft plan was
presented for feedback. Again the event was very well attended with some 100 people visiting .
Feedback forms were provided and are in the process of being returned through feedback boxes
throughout the village.
The date for completing this exercise in May 17 th 2019.
Once the feedback has been received and reviewed and further amendments made the plan will be
submitted to MSDC for a formal consultation for some 6-8 weeks. It will then be submitted to an
external national examiner. Copies will be made available publically. In January 2020 there will be a
referendum within the parish regarding the final plan.
As well as meeting regularly members of the steering group have all contributed in numerous
practical ways including photography; development expertise; publicity; research; writing the
Character Appraisal; running effective meetings and excellent IT back-up.
The team are very grateful to the community for taking this activity seriously and fully participating
in the consultation exercises with useful and insightful comments.

FORC – A Unique organisation?
We owe our origins to a small group of friends meeting regularly at Snetterton and elsewhere to
compete, marshal, or spectate at motor race meetings. Now in our 19th year we enjoy the
company of nearly 300 enthusiasts from around East Anglia and beyond!
For 2019 we offer:
THE LEGION RALLY in support of the Royal British Legion, Fressingfield Branch, Poppy
Appeal. Saturday 1st June, Fennings Farm, Pixey Green. A meeting of all forms of vehicle from
Veteran to Super-cars and Competition Cars and Motor-Cycles. Refreshment and Trade Stalls10.00
am to 5.30 pm.
ON THE ROAD The President's Wife's Run. Sunday 30th June. A Non-competitive but
challenging road event with navigation by road book. See our Gallery.
ON TRACK: Our Snetterton Non Competitive Track Evening exclusive to FORC and invited
friends. Tuesday 13th August.
Our 7th Peter Andrews Memorial Snetterton Circuit Sprint. Saturday 21st September.
Drive virtually any car to get a flavour of informal motor sport competition against the clock. Both
events organised for FORC by Javelin Trackdays. See our Gallery and Video web pages.
OUR REGULAR MEETINGS: Feature eminent guest speakers from all disciplines of two and
four wheel motor sport – plus some from aviation – throughout Autumn /Winter /Spring. Visit our
Roll of Honour web- page to see who has been before.
Visit our Programme page for forthcoming speakers.
KEEP IN TOUCH: With regular club news updates and our free monthly FORC Newsletter.
We are not just another 'one make' or 'classic car' club. We simply offer enjoyment in a range of
events for cars or bikes of any age a friendly atmosphere
Please take time to explore our website:
www.forc.org.uk
where all your questions will be answered and you can join on line!
There is no membership fee. We look forward to meeting you

Fressingfield Parish Council 2018-19
Possibly the busiest year for Fressingfield Parish Council in recent times, saw the Council
meeting almost fortnightly to consider matters relating to planning, community projects and
village provisions. Councillors and officers have been exceptionally committed in the village
interest and have had considerable success.

Planning
Three Major Village developments – Through the good offices of Vincent Pearce
(MSDC) the three major applications for development were (Nov 2018) after two years of
consideration were turned down. There was considerable pressure from the parish and well
evidence arguments around drainage, road safety and infrastructure came to bear. Presently
there is permission for 50+ housing units awaiting construction. It can be expected that some
revised applications will be forthcoming.
Additional Planning applications – there have been around 15 smaller planning
applications agreed, most of which have been extensions and adaptations to existing
properties. Each has been considered within the existing framework for planning. Where the
Parish Council has advised refusal, these have been generally accepted by the MSDC
Planning Dept.
Neighbourhood Development Plan – This has been continued to be sponsored by the
Parish Council and is proving to be well executed and supported. This alongside the MSDC
Joint Local plan (Autumn 2019) will provide an exact tool to judge any subsequent proposals
that are presented. Much valuable and innovative work by councillors and others has/is
being done to create this exceptional valuable guidance to meet the future needs of
Fressingfielders. (Completion possibly in Dec 2019)
Village Improvement Plan – Additional to the NDP, Councillors have begun a Village
Improvement Plan which is considering matters that cannot be part of the NDP, but that
might be valuable in sustaining and improving life in the village. Thgese include Drainage,
Road Safety, Environmental improvements, social issues for Old & Young, Play facilities.
These will be properly considered and costed by the new council in May.

Village provision
Street lights – Replacements have been/are being made to the PC owned street
lights to make them more sustainable and suitable to purpose. (13 in all)
PCSO – We are retaining funds to revisit the provision of a PCSO for Fresssingfield.
This will still need for us to work with others locally esp additional parish councils to come to
fruition. There are several initiatives being explored and we will be ready to make the most of
these if suitable.
Road Safety – Speed monitoring contract is about to be placed with 6 locations for a
mobile unit to be positioned on a rotating basis. Speed continues to be a real issue in parts
of the village. A safety barrier at Jubilee Corner is being installed in the next few weeks,
some funding from our local councillor
Parish Cemetery – Councillors have begun to restore the hedgerows and
presentation of the Parish Cemetery, Stradbroke road with the planting of 300+ trees and
additional maintenance measures. Phase two will be for the winter of 2019. Significantly in

Nov 2018, a Grove of Oak Trees to commemorate 100 years since the Great War was
planted in the cemetery, a tree for each of those lost from Fressingfield. A flagpole was also
installed. The cemetery is now well presented and maintained.

Village Website – the Parish Council website sits alongside the Parish website and is
maintaining a modern dialogue with villagers, both offering information and listening to views
offered. It is most accessible and innovative and valuable to the Parish Council and those it
seeks to serve.

Community projects
Village clean up – This was postponed this year (March) as there was very little litter
thanks to Cathy Tooley, village caretakr, and a band of volunteers who keep Fressingfield
sparkling. It would seem that there actions have promoted an increasing ’take your litter
home’ attitude in everyone in the village including visitors and those driving through. Thank
you for this pleasing feature of our village
Telephone box – There was a splendid refurbishment of our village phone
box/defibulator location during the autumn and along with recently installed posts, we now
have an attractive feature in the centre of our village. Volunteer councillors and others are
forming themselves into ‘Fressingfield Fairies’, an action group in the village, who with other
volunteers might undertake similar projects in the future.
Footpaths & posts -Several posts and signage have collapsed in the village and
where previously SCC would have replaced them, this is no longer the case. To this end the
PC, with support from volunteers have augmented foot path signs to keep our footways clear
and safe.
Tree Group – this group has been recently formed to sustain the place of trees and
hedgerows in our village landscape. A survey of special trees and planting schemes are
begun.
Process of support through donations from PC – With the demise of the
Eleemenosary Charity, the Parish Council has adopted formally a procedure wherein village
groups can apply for support for project that will add to village life. The programme is being
managed by the Parish Clerk.

Personnel
Carol Smy retired as Parish Clerk in July 2018 after 14+ years exemplary service
to Fressingfield and its Parish Council. She steered the council to high levels of success and
performance and all councillors appreciated her tremendous input. Much gratitude is given to
Carol by all who worked with her.
Andy Parris has been appointed as the new Parish Clerk (wef August 2018) and
has continued the high standards in the Parish Council. We already see the great value he
brings to Parish Council matters.
Cathy Tooley continues her sterling work as village caretaker and also conduit for
info and understanding by the number of people she warmly meets as she ‘caretakes’.
We will be losing three councillors in April and we thank them for their service to the
community, Tracy Livingstone, Dave Wheeler and Ian Smith. Ian has served on

the council for 43 years and has been a most valued councillor with an historic perspective
but always able to offer ‘wise counsel’ on matters complex and serious. The village has
much gratitude for his inputs.
We have three new councillors joining in May, with three remaining vacancies.

For the Future Council May 2019
The new council has a busy year ahead with ongoing consideration of the NDP, the
consolidation of the VIP, upcoming planning applications as well as the many village projects
underway and be started.
Garry Deeks, Chairman, Fressingfield Parish Council, April 2019

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – CHAIR’S REPORT 2018 – 2019
Since the Annual Parish Meeting in 2018, the Fressingfield & District Branch of the Royal
British Legion has continue to be active involving the community in several events.













In June the Branch staged yet another ‘Summer Fete’ at Fennings Farm. Although it
was a wet day, it was very successful . Thanks go to the Davidson family for allowing
us the venue and the Fressingfield Oily Rag Club (FORC) for their support.
In August, usually a rest month, we held our first Afternoon Tea. Primarily, the event
was intended to bring together the many members who are too elderly or infirm to
attend monthly meetings. We chauffeured these members to and from their homes,
where requested and we extended invitations to clubs and groups in the village. The
51 people present enjoyed delicious cakes and sandwiches in true Afternoon Tea
style and they were entertained with music from yesteryear.
On 8th November our Branch took part in the Suffolk-wide special 100 year WW1
Commemorations. Children from local schools accompanied RBL members to the
war graves in our District of those who fell during WW1. This was an incredibly
moving event and our participation was televised.
Also in November the Remembrance Day service in the Parish Church saw the
biggest turnout ever. The generosity of the District community toward the Poppy
Appeal together with funds raised by our Branch since June ‘18 totals £7,600 to date
- April ’19.
December brought the now traditional ‘Lighting up the Christmas Tree’ with the
supporting cast of Little Stars, the Choir and you- know- who in the red suit! As usual,
sausage rolls, mince pies and glasses of mulled wine were in abundance.
In March of this year a Super Soup Lunch was enjoyed, the proceeds of which were
donated to Branch funds – funds to help finance the events we stage .
On 18th April we hosted an Open Meeting with Mary Newton presenting on her
forensics career. Her presentation was followed by a free Cheese and Wine buffet.

This was another successful event staged for the community of our District. However, no
matter what we do, our membership continues to diminish. Our mission for 2019 – 2020 is
to rebuild our membership. PLEASE HELP US ACHIEVE THIS.

SAFE (Supporters Against Fressingfield Expansion)
As this is the first time that SAFE has been invited to participate in the Annual Parish
Meeting a little recent history might be useful.
In early 2017 Mid Suffolk published its Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability
Assessment (SHELAA) document which identified significant parcels of land in our village for
potential major developments. In February two "hybrid" schemes, including 46 houses were
approved. A month later planning approval was sought for three sites totalling 208 houses with an
additional 584 residents.
At this stage, we decided to become active and SAFE (Supporters Against Fressingfield Expansion)
was formed, with a small committee. Our aim was to " limit major development in Fressingfield. "
Actions - We arranged a scientifically sound petition, visiting every house in the central area of the
village and found 94% of villagers were against major developments. This gave us a mandate to
speak for the village. It was apparent that residents were unaware of what was happening so we
arranged for distribution of posters and subsequently set up our own website
fressingfieldhousing.org This was to inform both residents and decision makers. We instigated
public meetings and wrote to specialist departments at district and county level, including highways,
planning and Anglian Water. We reviewed important policy documents as they became available
and made comment to the appropriate authorities, as well as publicising these on the website. SAFE
was involved in both writing and organizing lobbying papers to be sent to planning committee
members. These papers deal with single aspects of infrastructure and their impact on village life.
We met with the senior planning officer and discussed the issues of concern to the villagers and the
lack of sustainability.
Areas of concern included traffic and road safety. There is a long-standing and poorly documented
problem with surface water flooding and serious problems with the sewerage. At times of heavy
rainfall, manhole covers lift causing raw sewage to enter the roadway and residents' gardens. We
have correspondence with the Suffolk director of public health and have met with Anglian Water
representatives on many occasions. Heritage, schooling, medical services and a lack of local
employment are other concerns.
The Outcome
The senior planning officer's report recommended the refusal of all three applications. They came to
the committee on 21 November 2018. SAFE widely publicised the meeting and organised car sharing.
After presentations and debate, all three were unanimously rejected. Representatives of SAFE made
presentations at the meeting. The objectives of SAFE have been to express and publicise the views of
the village in a polite and objective way. To clearly state the facts, without bias or emotion. It was
important to maintain the support of the village and the success of this approach was manifest by
more than 60 people journeying to Ipswich for a 9am planning committee hearing.
John Castro on behalf of SAFE Members - John Kelsall, Dawn Cavilla, Michael Miles, Trevor Orchard,
Elizabeth Manero, Abi Maydon Pam Castro

Fressingfield Sports & Social Club.
Chairman’s report to the Parish Council: Tuesday 17 th April 2019
The last12 months:
Our aim this year was to start on a programme of improvements:To date we have replaced the aging central heating boiler and the radiators and the club now
benefits from a fully working heating system. We took the opportunity to install a combination boiler
and replace the hot water taps in the kitchen, the bar and all of the toilet facilities so hot water is
now available in all of these locations, something that had been sadly lacking for some time.
We have replaced a large proportion of the tables and chairs, now with more up to date tables,
stools, tub chairs and bar stools. This is a vast improvement, providing more comfortable seating and
a modern, tasteful look.
There is still much to do:The toilets, male and female, let the Club down badly and should be the next priority. This of course
will need funding & any help that the Parish Council can offer would be very much appreciated,
The improvements we have made have been received very well by those who use the club’s
facilities, but we are still lacking support from the village community. It is a battle to get people to
use the place other than the stalwart few and the bowls and darts teams who both use the facilities
as home venues and for tournaments. Without these organisations using the facilities the club would
simply not survive. It is a sad affair when on a Sunday lunchtime more people visit the bottle bank
than attend the club (ratio approx. 10:1).
We have run fortnightly bingo nights throughout the winter months and those sessions have been
well attended, with a fantastic atmosphere, a laugh along the way and good pay outs for the games
attracting new players. Players travel from Harleston and Metfield to join us, which is great, more
players from the village would definitely be welcome! As per normal, bingo is now on hold over the
summer due to other events that will conflict with the normal fortnightly Wednesday nights.
The AGM will be held in July, tentatively the 9 th but date to be confirmed, and at that point we will
be seeking a new chairman and treasurer as I do not intend to stand again. I am in full time
employment and finding it difficult to balance my spare time to give the club the attention it needs. I
have been chairman for the past 18 months, and treasurer for the past 6 month. It is time to hand
over the reins of both of these positions to someone else. The help I have received during this
tenure has again been from a few people, but with my utmost respect and thanks to those people.
More people need to get involved. It will be a sad day if the club has to close due to lack of interest
in what is a great facility and should be a community hub for more villagers.
Your club needs you!

FSSC Chairman
Simon Hardy

Parish council report Fressingfield
As you probably know, St Peter and St Paul’s parish church in Fressingfield is part of the Sancroft
Benefice group of churches along with Metfield, Mendham, Stradbroke, Weybread and Withersdale.
As you can imagine with 6 parishes in my care there are not enough hours in the day for me to
personally make many pastoral visits. However, we do have some church visitors who visit on behalf
of the church many who find it difficult to get out or are housebound.
Members of our church also run a weekly Coffee Break that attracts many from the village with
some people giving lifts to those who cannot get there on their own. There is also a monthly lunch
club for over 50s.
We also send an Open the Book team into our school who tell and act out Bible stories for the
children, two of us are foundation governors of the school, I go into school to take faith assemblies
where we work on different themes each half term, talking about things like friendship, respect, role
models etc, as well as covering the different seasons and festivals of the church.
Your parish church is here to celebrate with you all the special occasions in life both happy and sad:
we love to celebrate with you by holding your marriage here in church, enjoy christening your babies
and we see it as a privilege to hold your services of thanksgiving for the death of a loved one.
A big thank you to all who help us keep the church in good repair and well maintained, whether it be
by keeping the churchyard tidy, cleaning the church, flowers, ringing bells, attending fundraising
events or giving money regularly – no matter how small the amount it all helps pay the general
running costs. Without your help, we would not be able to look after the church so well. We also, of
course, have the responsibility of looking after and maintaining the Sancroft Hall.
However, it does cost a lot of money and time to keep the church and hall well looked after, so if
anyone would like to help in any way please speak to me the rector.
God bless,

Rev’d Canon Susan Loxton

Fressingfield Tennis Club – Parish AGM Report – April 2019
Membership
In 2018 Fressingfield Tennis Club had a membership of approximately 50 people, consisting of families, juniors,
students, adults and ‘seniors’ (over 60s). For the first time in the last three years our membership has
reduced, which is a concern for the club.
Our aim is to promote tennis at all levels within Fressingfield and the surrounding areas. Members mostly
come from Fressingfield and the surrounding villages; however we also have a few people who choose to join
whilst on holiday or visiting the area.
The club also receives an allocation of Wimbledon tickets through the LTA club ballot system. Eligible club
members are able to enter the club draw for these tickets if they wish, usually with a high chance of success.
In 2019 we have been allocated two pairs of tickets.
Activities
The club operates a number of club sessions, usually from April to October depending on weather conditions.
During the summer we have a weekly club night (open to all members), a ‘Veterans’ morning (also open to all
members, but mainly attended by more senior members!) and run regular junior coaching sessions on a
Saturday morning and during the school summer holidays. We also occasionally host junior day-long tennis
camps during school holidays.
The club also enter a team in the South Norfolk Men’s League. This is done in conjunction with Stradbroke
Tennis Club due to numbers of men available from both clubs. The tennis courts are also available for
members to use at their convenience.
Community links
The club has offered the use of the tennis courts to Fressingfield Primary School. We have an LTA School Club
link. We always hope that the school will be able to make use of these excellent local courts. The school also
plans some tennis lessons at school using the club’s LTA qualified coach.
Coaching
Fressingfield Tennis Club offers coaching, through local LTA qualified coaches. In recent years we have focused
on juniors, offering Saturday and holiday sessions. This year we will again be offering coaching for ages 5 to
adult on Saturday mornings. This has been running continuously through the year, and has been well attended
even throughout the winter months.
Last year we were successful in obtaining a grant from the ‘Suffolk Stimulus Fund’ and ran very low cost
(£1/session) coaching to 40 children during the school summer holidays. This was extremely successful, and
provided both a sporting activity to a wide audience, and also a community gathering for parents during this
time.
We have again applied for a grant from the ‘Suffolk Stimulus Fund’ to fund this summer coaching for children.
It is hoped that by introducing children to tennis we can involve more families in being active through playing
tennis. Ultimately this could help to increase club membership, ensuring that Fressingfield Tennis Club
remains viable for the future.
Facility
As custodians of the tennis courts we try hard to maintain our facility, ensuring safe, high standard courts to
play on. The low level maintenance work (small repairs, weeding etc.) is carried out by club volunteers, for
which we are extremely grateful. The courts were last repainted in 2017; this was at considerable cost to the
club. We hope that by maintaining the courts in top condition we should ensure that the club will be able to
serve future generations.
We would like to further improve our facility over the coming years, and consider that the provision of
floodlighting would increase the hours that we can utilise our club. We have been successful in applying for
planning permission for floodlighting (subject to certain operating conditions). Current cost estimates for
floodlighting are in of the order of £30,000. We cannot afford to fund the lighting without significant help
from others; hence the next focus will be to look into various sources of grants. However, this will require
significant effort by committee members.

Aspirations
Our aspiration for the club is to encourage people of all ages and abilities to enjoy playing tennis.
We are concerned at the decrease in our membership and have been analysing our club data and considering
various options to help reverse this. We recognise that the club can only continue with a healthy membership
and an active committee. The committee are all volunteers who juggle day jobs, family commitments and
tennis club requirements. However, many village initiatives are probably familiar with this dilemma!
In line with current LTA goals we are hoping to increase our membership through various initiatives (Nature
Valley Tennis Weekend, school links) to ensure that the club remains active and available to future
Fressingfield generations!

Parish Council & Village Websites
Alexander Day, Parish Council
aday.fresspc@gmail.com
As many of you will hopefully be aware, Fressingfield Parish Council has its own online web
presence at fressingfieldpc.org where you can stay up to date with Agendas, Minutes, Projects and
connected groups.
We are moving into the second year of having this dedicated web space, with regular viewership
each day, with seemingly most views recently occurring on a Monday at 12pm. All Minutes and
Agendas are uploaded as a PDF as quickly as possible, and an archive of previous years is building
on the site too.
There is also a Google Calendar of Parish Council Meeting dates, as well as events such as the
Village Improvement day which took place on the 6th April 2019. Images on the website are
provided by both FLHAG and myself for the Tree & Hedgerow Group area, and I am always open to
hearing comments and feedback on the usage and readability of what we host.

I have also inherited the responsibilities of the Village Website, http://fressingfield.suffolk.cloud/
and update this with information I am provided, as well as aiming to add interesting and useful
news posts such as the ongoing bridge maintenance diversion route for the works which are
ongoing.
I am unable to provide any traffic numbers for the website, as there doesn’t seem to be a traffic
statistics area, but it is my understanding that it is still checked by those visiting and members of
the organisations listed.
I urge all of the clubs and organisations to have a look at the website as it stands, and if you see
any corrections, would like any changes made or would like a refresh, please let me know. I would
like to give the website a makeover and your feedback would be useful in aiding in this endeavour.

Attached below are some screen grabs of the websites as they stand in April 2019, viewed on
desktop. Please do have a browse on both and let me know of any changes you would like to see.

Fressingfield WI Annual Report for Parish Council

Fressingfield WI welcomed new members last year and enjoyed some excellent
and fascinating talks at our monthly meetings, where topics included a day in
the life of a funeral director, cyber security and drought gardening. We held
two very successful open meetings, one on the very serious topic of rape and
the other entitled ‘Singing for the Terrified’. Both were very well attended.

Our walking group has continued and we held one walk which was attended by
other local WIs and this was followed by tea and cake in the Sancroft Hall
which was open to the community and raised over £100 for the WI charity,
Associated Country Women of the World (ACWW).

Our reading group has continued to flourish, to the extent that we are now
reading two books for each bi-monthly meeting.

We enjoyed outings to a cheese farm and Southwold Summer Theatre and
some members enjoyed another guided tour in London, this time around Fleet
Street and the Inns of Court. Members have also taken part in other activities,
such as quizzes, some tried their hand at Petanque and two members took
part in the Suffolk East Federation Pairs Darts tournament and won the shield!

Shirley Kalinauckas

