
SAFE (Supporters Against Fressingfield Expansion)

As this is the first time that SAFE has been invited to participate in the Annual Parish 
Meeting a little recent history might be useful.

In early 2017 Mid Suffolk published its  Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability 
Assessment (SHELAA) document which identified significant parcels of land in our village for 
potential major developments. In February two "hybrid" schemes, including  46 houses were 
approved. A month later planning approval was sought for three sites totalling 208 houses with an 
additional 584 residents. 

At this stage, we decided to become active and SAFE (Supporters Against Fressingfield Expansion) 
was formed, with a small committee. Our aim was to " limit major development in Fressingfield. " 

 Actions - We arranged a scientifically sound petition, visiting every house in the central area of the 
village and found 94% of villagers were against major developments. This gave us a mandate to 
speak for the village. It was apparent that residents were unaware of what was happening so we 
arranged for distribution of posters and subsequently set up our own website  
fressingfieldhousing.org   This was to inform both residents and decision makers. We instigated 
public meetings and wrote to specialist departments at district and county level, including highways, 
planning and Anglian Water. We reviewed important policy documents as they became available 
and made comment to the appropriate authorities, as well as publicising these on the website. SAFE 
was involved in both writing and organizing lobbying papers to be sent to planning committee 
members. These papers deal with single aspects of infrastructure and their impact on village life.  
We met with the senior planning officer and discussed the issues of concern to the villagers and the 
lack of sustainability. 

Areas of concern included traffic and road safety. There is a long-standing and poorly documented 
problem with surface water flooding and serious problems with the sewerage. At times of heavy 
rainfall, manhole covers lift causing raw sewage to enter the roadway and residents' gardens. We 
have correspondence with the Suffolk director of public health and have met with Anglian Water 
representatives on many occasions. Heritage, schooling, medical services and a lack of local 
employment are other concerns.

The Outcome

The senior planning officer's report recommended the refusal of all three applications. They came to 
the committee on 21 November 2018. SAFE widely publicised the meeting and organised car sharing.
After presentations and debate, all three were unanimously rejected. Representatives of SAFE made 
presentations at the meeting. The objectives of SAFE have been to express and publicise the views of
the village in a polite and objective way. To clearly state the facts, without bias or emotion. It was 
important to maintain the support of the village and the success of this approach was manifest by 
more than 60 people journeying to Ipswich for a 9am planning committee hearing.

John Castro  on behalf of SAFE Members - John Kelsall, Dawn Cavilla, Michael Miles, Trevor Orchard, 
Elizabeth Manero, Abi Maydon  Pam Castro

https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/strategic-housing-land-availability-assessment-shlaa
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