
Fressingfield Mothers' Union continues to flourish in this parish and across the Benefice. In 2018 we
had 31 members living in three of our parishes and close links with two further members who now
live in residential homes. We are part of the largest Christian mission organisation in the world with
over 4 million members in 84 countries.  
The worldwide theme for our work and worship in 2018 was, 'In Mary Sumner's Footsteps'. Mary
Sumner founded the Mothers' Union more than 140 years ago. Her aim and vision was to bring
about a world where God’s love is shown in loving, respectful and flourishing relationships and this
continues to be the vision we share with all  members worldwide. Through prayer, campaigning,
giving and volunteering we try to support family life wherever there is a need. 
We  have  been  using  material  from  a  new  worldwide  initiative  called  MULOA.  This  stands  for
Mothers'  Union  Listens,  Observes  and Acts.  Using  Bible  readings,  prayer  and discussion we are
seeing how Mothers' Union can engage and move forward, both locally and worldwide. This will
naturally be an ongoing process and the theme for 2019, 'Listen, Observe, Act – in step with God'
helps  us  to  continue  to  explore  ways  of  becoming  more  relevant  in  today's  world  Our  new
Worldwide President, Sheran Harper, comes from Guyana. She is the first non-UK national to hold
this post which is another exciting development.
At our monthly meetings, we hear from a range of speakers who share our concerns for family life in
all its forms and variations. Members make a wide range of items from hats for seafarers, cardigans
and  quilts  for  premature  babies,  'cross  in  my  pockets'  through  to  Fiddle  Muffs  for  those  with
dementia. We also collect toiletries and items of clothing for both the Women's Refuge and Night
Shelter in Ipswich. Many members are involved with voluntary activities within their own villages. 
A copy of our programme for 2019 is available in each of our churches and the Sancroft Hall, where
we meet on the first Thursday of  every month.  We welcome men and women, as members or
visitors, whatever their marital or parental situation, to all of our meetings. 
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