
Fressingfield Neighbourhood Development Plan ( NDP) Steering Group 

Meeting with Landowners 4th March. Sancroft Hall

Paul Woodward ( PW), (chair), Garry Deeks,( GD) Di Warne ( DW) and Andrea Long ( AL)( Consultant)
met with 7 Local Landowners  at Sancroft Hall to share the progress of the NDP and to take their 
views.

21 Landowners were invited.  3 apologies were received.

PW welcomed the Landowners , introduced the steering group members and thanked them for 
coming.
AL took the group through the organisation of the plan and what it covers.
She also outlined the process of consultation, examination  and referendum.
Landowners were asked about their aspirations for the future.

There were some misunderstandings about the relationships between the various groups in the 
village with interests in housing. GD explained that the NDP Steering group was set up and 
accountable to the Parish Council. PW confirmed that there was no conflict of interest for steering 
group members.  

Landowners asked what a “ positive” plan means. GD explained the context for the plan in managing
expectations for the whole community. He also described what the impact would be on the local 
infrastructure when additional housing was planned.

Landowners were concerned that there was insufficient affordable housing for local people, 
particularly younger age groups.  It was agreed by all that this was an issue for the parish.
Some Landowners suggested building houses to enable the 35% of affordable housing to be built 
within the developments. They also suggested that the market should decide the need for housing.

GD outlined alternative schemes that the Parish Council were looking at such as a Community Land 
Trust. There was a need for a variety of different types of housing, including self builds and rented 
accommodation.

PW raised the interest in step- down housing which had come out of the previous consultation as 
one way forward.

AL confirmed that the draft NDP would not be specifying sizes of housing development.

It was clear that there were communication shortcomings between landowners and the decision 
makers at various levels and it was agreed this should be improved.

Landowners raised the issue of improving sewerage. GD outlined how the PC would be making this a
priority project. AL also confirmed that sewerage issues would be highlighted in the NDP.



There was brief discussion about renewable energies but landowners felt that there were too small 
financial gains now  in investing in solar energies and wind farms would be inappropriate.

However all agreed that consistent high speed Broadband coverage is crucial to all aspects of the 
local community . This will be referenced in the NDP.

GD explained that the PC is establishing a Village Improvement Plan. This would include not just 
housing issues but also employment and leisure .

Some Landowners have taken steps to make better use of brownfield sites and on a small scale 
create employment opportunities through new use of redundant farm buildings. However, 
opportunities for more of this were limited.

The landowners were keen that the NDP should also encompass the development of agricultural 
buildings.

It was agreed by all that the parish should not stagnate. Landowners suggested that less negativity 
would be helpful and that problems should be tackled and not just seen as barriers to creating a 
vibrant community.

Big ideas were expressed such as creating a by-pass for New Street. All agreed that the exchange of 
ideas and views should be encouraged. The NDP was a catalyst for discussion and needed to engage 
everyone. 
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