
What is a Neighbourhood Plan? 
 

 
The Fressingfield Neighbourhood Plan will be a community led planning document that 
will guide future planning decisions in the parish over the next 20 years. 
 
 If successful at referendum it will become part of the statutory planning policy 
framework for the area and therefore must be taken into account by Mid Suffolk when 
decisions on planning are made in the future. 

 
It’s about setting new policy for the future. It’s not just about housing. Housing is a key 
part of it, but it is also about the environment, landscape, heritage, transport, community 
facilities and businesses too. 
 
The policies in the plan must relate to the development and use of land – not all issues in 
the village will be appropriate for the Neighbourhood Plan but we have tried to address as 
many as we can. The rest we have identified as Community Action Projects and they are 
listed separately 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan covers the period up to 2036 in line with Mid Suffolk’s Local Plan 
 
For more information, check out: 

https://fressingfieldpc.org/neighbourhood-plan/ 
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Where are we now? 
 

Thank you for all your help so far. 
 
We have analysed all the comments we received from the September 
Exhibitions and from the on-line survey and have produced our first draft  
Neighbourhood Plan policies. 
 
We are seeking your feedback on these draft policies. The consultation will 
run until midnight on 17th May 2019  meeting the statutory requirement to 
consult on the plan for 6 weeks (we have added extra days to cover the bank 
holidays).  
 
Following consideration of comments received we hope to submit the plan 
to Mid Suffolk District Council later this year.  
 
Comments can be emailed to: fressingfieldnplan@gmail.com or if you 
prefer to fill in a hard copy of the form please drop it off at :  

• The Village Stores, 

• The Swan Inn ,  

• Church of St Peter and Paul Church  

• Sancroft Hall  

• Sports and Social Club  

• The Fox and Goose,  

• The Medical Centre (view the plan only; no drop off) 
 
Details of the consultation, the response form and how to get your 
comments to us are on the Neighbourhood Plan website   

https://fressingfieldpc.org/neighbourhood-plan/ 
 

 

mailto:fressingfieldnplan@gmail.com
mailto:fressingfieldnplan@gmail.com
https://fressingfieldpc.org/neighbourhood-plan/
https://fressingfieldpc.org/neighbourhood-plan/


 

 
A Vision for Fressingfield  

“By 2036, having built on its reputation, the parish of Fressingfield will continue to be a 
good place to live with a welcoming, friendly and cohesive community, with its vibrant 
and diverse range of facilities and cultural activities meeting the existing and future needs 
of the village and its rural hinterland.  It will have a robust and sustainable infrastructure 
and will be a place where natural and historic assets are protected. Through high quality 
design, new development will be sympathetic to local building styles that respect the  
character of the area”  

Objectives 
Housing  Objective 1: To provide for housing sites that are an appropriate size 

for the village and in keeping with its character 

Housing Objective 2: To provide for housing that meets the needs of the whole 
community 

Community  Objective 3: To ensure that sufficient infrastructure to support new 
development is available 

Community Objective 4: To maintain and expand the number of community 
services and facilities  

Community Objective 5: Objective 5: To act as a hub for services and facilities that 
meet the needs of the Parish and beyond 

Natural, Historic and 
Built Environment 

Objective 6: To protect the landscape setting and important 
gateways/entrances to the village 

Natural, Historic and 
Built Environment 

Objective 7: To protect the important natural and historic 
assets of Fressingfield 

Natural, Historic and 
Built Environment 

Objective 8: To define Fressingfield’s local building styles and 
improve the quality of design 

Natural, Historic and 
Built Environment 

Objective 9: To prevent increased localised flooding and 
reduce existing incidences of flooding and pollution. 

 Natural, Historic and 
Built Environment 

Objective 10: To encourage renewable energy and low carbon 
technology to be incorporated in to new development 

Economic 
Development 

Objective 11: To enable existing businesses to expand and to 
encourage new business into the Parish 

Economic 
Development 

Objective 12: To encourage redevelopment/re-use of existing 
underused sites 

Transport 
and Highway 
Safety 

Objective 13: To improve pedestrian and highway safety and take 
opportunities to introduce traffic calming measures to reduce traffic 
speeds. 

 



Policy FRES1: Housing Provision 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan area will accommodate development 
commensurate with Fressingfield’s classification within the settlement 
hierarchy 
 
This Plan provides for around 60 dwellings to be developed in the 
Neighbourhood Plan area between April 2018 and  March 2036. This growth 
will be met through:  
i) The allocation of the following sites for development:  
 

a) Land at Red House Farm – approximately 28 dwellings  
 b) Land West of School Lane – approximately 18 dwellings  
 
ii) Small “windfall” sites and infill plots within the Built-Up Area Boundary 

that come forward during the plan period and are not identified in the 
Plan; and  

 
iii.  Conversions and new development opportunities outside the Built-Up 
 Area Boundary in accordance with paragraph 79 of the NPPF 2019 
 
The focus of new development will be within the Built-Up Area Boundary as 
defined on MAP 5.2 
 
Proposals for development outside of the Built-Up Area Boundary (BUAB) 
will only be permitted where it can satisfactorily be demonstrated that there 
is an identified local need for the proposal and that it cannot be satisfactorily 
located within the BUAB. 
 
(See Map)  

 

  



 

 

Policy FRES2: Housing Size, Type & Tenure 
 
Encouragement will be given to a wide range of types of housing that meet 
local needs to enable a mixed and inclusive community. These include: 

• Housing for older people (e.g. Retirement living 
housing/supported/sheltered housing, bungalows and retirement 
complexes), 

• Family housing – 2-3 bedrooms, 

• Starter homes/first time buyers, 

• Adaptable, ‘life time’ homes, 

• Affordable housing, 

In accordance with MSDC’s draft Homes Strategy November 2018, support is 
given for maximising the delivery of affordable housing on all qualifying sites 
in Fressingfield. 
 
It should be noted that the above housing types may not be suitably 
accommodated on every site. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Policy FRES3: Infrastructure 
 
New development will only be permitted if it can be demonstrated that 
sufficient supporting infrastructure (physical, medical, educational, green 
and digital) is available to meet the needs of that development. Where an 
infrastructure deficit currently exists, new development should not 
exacerbate that deficit. Where the need for new infrastructure is identified, 
developments should provide funding to secure it in order to enhance the 
quality of life for the community  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Policy FRES4: Community Facilities 
 

Proposals for change of use involving a potential loss of existing community 
facilities, will only be supported where it can be demonstrated that: 
 
a) An improved or equivalent facility can be satisfactorily relocated to 
elsewhere in the parish to an equally convenient, safe and accessible 
location ; or 
b)  Adequate other facilities offering the same service exist within a 
reasonable walking distance of the majority of residents, to meet local needs 
and this would avoid a duplication of facilities; or 
c) There is no reasonable prospect of continued viable use and this can be 
demonstrated through: 

i) Twelve months of marketing in appropriate publications, for the 
permitted and similar uses, using an appropriate agent; and  

 ii) Confirmation that it has been offered on a range of terms (including 
 price)  agreed to be reasonable on the advice of an independent 
 qualified assessor. 
 
New Facilities  
The design of new community facilities should reflect local materials and 
styles and be designed in such a way as to ensure full integration into the 
existing landscape and parish character. Contemporary and innovative 
designs will be supported 
  

 



 

 

Policy FRES5: Fressingfield Hub 
 

Support is given for the creation of a “Fressingfield Hub” within the Parish 
during the plan period subject to its impact on the character of the area, 
local amenity, provided that sufficient and convenient parking can be 
provided and that there would be no adverse impact upon the local highway 
network.  
 
First preference would be for the re-use of an existing building however, if 
this can be demonstrated to be impracticable then favourable consideration 
would be given to the creation of a new building 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Policy FRES6: Protecting landscape 
character and protecting and enhancing 
village gateways and entrances  
The visual scenic value of the landscape and countryside surrounding 
Fressingfield village will be protected from development that may adversely 
affect its character.  
 
Development that significantly detracts from the following views (shown in 
Map 6.1), by failing to respect their distinctive characteristics, will not be 
supported.  
a) Long view of the Church looking north from Stradbroke Road 
b) Views between the Church and Fox and Goose Public House 
c)  Long views looking west from Laxfield Road 
d) View from the north looking south at Harleston Hill 
 
Proposals that would enhance the visual appearance of a natural asset in 
the parish or an entrance or “gateway” to the village will be supported.  
 
Opportunities to improve the public realm through the use of appropriate 
hard or soft landscaping measures will also be supported where they 
include the use of vernacular materials, native planting and the innovative 
application of energy efficient or recycled materials.  
 
Proposals should be designed to ensure that gateway enhancements do 
not detract from highway safety , visual amenity and should minimise the 
need for additional lighting. 

 

 

 



 

Policy FRES7: Local Green Spaces 
The following areas as shown on Maps 6.2 (a-b) below are designated as 
Local Green Spaces as they are considered to be of  local significance to 
their community due to their  visual , historical, recreational or wildlife 
value: 
 
a) Land to rear of Methodist Church, New Street 
b) Land surrounding Fox and Goose (3 parcels) 

 i) Sancroft Field, 
 ii) The Old Stables and Paddock, and 
 iii) Pond 

c) Churchyard of St Peter and St Paul 
d) Land south of Victoria Terrace – community gardens 
e) Sports and Social Club 
f) Pilgrims Green, Laxfield Road 
g) Land at Church Farm Green 
h) Graveyard at Baptist Chapel, Low Road 
i)  Land adjacent proposed new Scout Hut (south of Priory Road)  
 
Development that would result in the loss of a Local Green Space or would 
result in the erosion of its character, visual amenity, or general quality or 
would harm its setting, will not be supported; except in very special 
circumstances and only where an alternative space with equal value to the 
community could be found.  
 

 

 

 



 

Policy FRES8: Non Designated Heritage  
        Assets 
The following (as shown on Map 6.3) are assets that are considered to be 
locally important in terms of their architectural, historical or cultural 
significance and these will be treated as non-designated heritage assets: 
 
a)  Rosemary Villa (former Bunbury Arms) 
b)  Methodist Church, New Street 
c)  Swan Inn, Harleston Road 
d)  Building at right angles to Swan Inn 
e)  Fox and Goose Stables 
f)  Sancroft Hall 
g)  Row of buildings east side of Church Street between The Pottery 
 and Victoria Terrace 
h)  Pill Box, Low Road 
i)  Pill Box, Chippenhall Green 
j)  The Cottage, New Street 
k) The Hand Pump in New Street 
  
Proposals for the demolition, redevelopment or substantial alterations 
to the identified assets  should demonstrate the consideration that has 
been given to retaining: 
• The important  building or historic feature itself; 
• Its most distinctive and important features; 
• The positive elements of its setting and its relationship to its immediate 
surroundings; and 
• The contribution that the building or historic feature and its setting 
makes to the character of the local area. 

 

 

 



 

Policy FRES9: Fressingfield Vernacular 
 
The Character Appraisal for Fressingfield (See CA document) has identified 
the following as important and distinctive materials and details that 
contribute to the overall character and local distinctiveness of the parish: 
 
 Building Materials and Details 
 a)  flint walling, 
 b)  historic local white and yellow brick in addition to soft red brick, 
 c) render, 
 d) wall panelling, pargetting 
 e)  brick arches above windows 
 f) porch  detailing 
 g)  brick walling within end gables 
 
Roof Shapes and Materials 
 a)  High pitches and overhanging eaves 
 b)  plain Suffolk pantiles or near black glazed Norfolk  pantiles 
 c)  Barge-boarding – deep and decorative 
 
Orientation 
a) Mixed layout but with  openness and “all round views” 
 b) individual plots with smaller closes at juxtaposition with one another. 
 
Any new development (not just residential) of any scale or use should seek 
to incorporate, as appropriate, these important characteristic details 
within the design of the scheme. Innovative and contemporary design that 
uses the above character details is encouraged. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Policy FRES10: Design 
All new development should be well designed, reflecting Fressingfield’s local 
distinctiveness and character, and not adversely impact upon the appearance of the 
village or adversely wildlife interests. Design should have regard to local context and 
seek to enhance the character and quality of Fressingfield. Innovative and sensitive 
contemporary design is encouraged. 
 
New development should:  
Respect the scale and character of existing and surrounding buildings, reinforcing local 
development patterns, the form, scale, massing and character of adjacent properties 
where this provides a positive contribution (see Character Appraisal).  
 
This can be achieved where development proposals : 
a)  Are of a density that is compatible with the existing prevailing density in the 
 immediate area;   
b)  Have high  regard for the Conservation Area and the setting of listed buildings in 
 the parish;  
c)  Have soft well landscaped boundary edges where  adjacent to open 
 countryside or edge of settlement; 
d) Be designed to avoid a detrimental impact upon wildlife interests and 
 incorporate specific measures and features designed to encourage and support 
 wildlife including buffers as appropriate  
e)  Recognise the importance of the separation between buildings which 
 retains a rural feel; 
All new residential developments should: 
f)   Avoid cramming by ensuring that a residential plot can accommodate the needs 
 of modern dwellings with useable garden space; respects the established 
 building “set-back” and arrangements of residential front gardens, walls, railings 
 or hedges ; 
g)  minimise the loss of trees and hedgerows to enable necessary road access and 
 visibility splays  
h)  meet the requirements of Secure by Design  to minimise the likelihood and fear 
 of crime 
i)  provide sufficient external amenity space for refuse and recycling storage, car 
 and bicycle parking. 
j) provide sufficient off street parking for residential properties without the need 
 for the use of  existing front gardens. 

 



 

Policy FRES11: Localised Flooding and  
     Pollution 
All new development should take advantage of modern sustainable 
drainage methods including rainwater capture and grey water recycling to 
prevent flooding or drainage issues. New development should not 
exacerbate existing identified flooding issues or cause new areas to flood 
or cause pollution. 
 
The existing identified localised flooding areas are shown on Map 6.4. but 
are not limited to: 
 
a) Low Road 
b) Harleston Road 
c)Cratfield Road 
d)Stradbroke Road/School Lane junction adjacent to the pond 
 

 

 

 



 

Policy FRES12: Climate Change, Energy 
Efficiency, Low Carbon Technology and 
Renewable Energy  
 
Where practicable, new developments should be designed to anticipate 
climate change. They should be capable of being adapted to minimise 
resources used in both construction and use whilst being sensitive to the 
local character. 
 
 Support will be given to buildings that: 
 
a) Maximise passive solar gain; 
b) Use grey water recycling and rain water capture; 
c) Incorporate measures such as air source and ground source heat pumps 
d) Incorporate on-site energy generation from renewable sources such as 
solar panels 
e)Include a layout and massing that takes account of local climatic 
conditions, including daylight and sunlight, wind, temperature and frost 
pockets. 
 
Support will also be given to proposals for solar arrays provided they are of 
a suitable scale and do not have an unacceptable visual impact on local 
landscape character. 

 

 

 



 

Policy FRES13: New and Existing Business 
 
Existing sites in current employment use will be protected and proposals for 
the expansion of existing businesses including small scale extensions will be 
supported provided they do not have a significant adverse impact upon the 
character of the area, adjoining uses, or the amenity of local residents, 
either, through their built form, proposed use or traffic generated. 
 
New small scale businesses appropriate to a rural area, particularly those 
that result in the reuse of redundant or unused historic or farm buildings, will 
be positively encouraged, provided they do not have a significant adverse 
impact on the character of the area, the amenity of residents or result in an 
unacceptable increase in traffic generation.  
 
New buildings to accommodate new business or agricultural uses, of an 
appropriate scale and design will also be supported subject to criteria set out 
above 

 

 



 

Policy FRES14: Enhancement or 
redevelopment of unused or underused 
sites 
 
Proposals that would result in a positive visual, environmental or historic 
enhancement to any existing underused or unused site e.g. brownfield sites 
within the BUAB, will be supported provided that, they are of a suitable scale 
and design and do not detract from the overall character of the area or 
adversely impact upon the amenity of adjoining residents. 

 
 

 



 

Policy FRES15: Transport and Highway   
     Safety 
 
Development proposals will be supported which include: 
 
 a)  New footpaths which link in with existing networks and provide safe 

and attractive pedestrian accessibility; and or 
 b)  Other proposals which would improve levels of walking and cycling 

in the neighbourhood area. 
 

Development proposals should include a statement as part of the application 
which sets out how the new development will not add significantly to 
increased traffic flows or risk to highway safety, or how any increase will be 
minimised, and any adverse effects mitigated. 

 

 



 

 

Timeline 
 

Thank you for giving us your views today. 
 
Our timetable is set out on the Neighbourhood Plan website   
 
https://fressingfieldpc.org/neighbourhood-plan/ 

 
A summary is shown below: 
 

SEPT/OCT 2018   
 

PUBLIC EXHIBITION AND ON-LINE 
SURVEY ON DRAFT POLICY IDEAS 
 

OCT 2018 - FEB 2019 ANALYSE COMMENTS RECEIVED AND 
DRAFT PLAN 

MAR/APR/MAY 2019  
 
 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION AND 
TECHNICAL CONSULTATION ON 
DRAFT PLAN 

MAY/JUN 2019  
 

ANALYSE COMMENTS AND MAKE 
CHANGES TO PLAN 

JUL 2019  SUBMIT FINAL PLAN TO MSDC 
 

AUG/SEPT  
2019  
 

 

FURTHER PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON 
FINAL PLAN 

OCT/NOV 2019 
 

EXAMINATION 

JAN 2020 
 

REFERENDUM 
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