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Minutes of the Fressingfield Parish Council meeting held in Sancroft 
Hall, Fressingfield on Tuesday 15 January 2019 at 7pm

The meeting was preceded by a discussion about the formation of a village tree and 
hedgerow group.

The council meeting proper

Present: Garry Deeks; Alex Day; Philip Eastgate; Tom Lindsay; Tracy Livingstone; Ian
Smith; Rachael Troughton; Andrew Vessey; Dave Wheeler

Also in Attendance: Lavinia Hadingham, MSDC councillor; Guy MacGregor, SCC 
councillor; Andy Parris, clerk to the council; 

18.1 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

18.2 Apologies for absence: There were none. 

18.3 Members’ Declarations of Interest. There were none. 

18.4 No dispensations were requested. 

18.5 The public forum. No issues were raised.

18.6 Reports from District and County Councillors

LH confirmed that as yet there had been no appeals against the planning application
decisions made on 21/11/18. She described the current situation regarding the sale
of  the  chicken  factory  and  its  land  in  Weybread  –  The  planning  committee  is
expecting an application soon. There is a feeling amongst villagers that it should be
sold for housing rather than for another factory but the suggestion of putting 110
houses on the land is seen as too large. Many feel that a figure close to 70 would be
more acceptable to the village. LH reported that as of the 15 January there was no
news about the council’s review of its housing land supply, the so-called landbank.
(NB A draft  consultation document is  now available.  The number of  people and
groups to be consulted is limited, but it can be read by using the link on this page -
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/planning/housing-delivery/ ).  LH  floated  the  idea  of
using funds available to a district councillor to add to a project with Anglia Water to
try to resolve the problem of flooding in part of the conservation area of the village.
BMSDC has funded 2 PCSO posts. However, they are unlikely to patrol as far as
Fressingfield. It is thought they will work in the Stowmarket area.

GMcG reported that EU grants were still available to the county council as it built up
its budget plan for next year. Pupils with special educational needs who are currently
schooled outside the county are likely to be placed in schools within the county in
future. SCC has appointed a highways chief, at last. Councillors hoped dealing with
the quality of rural roads would be high on his list of priorities. GMcG noted that
contractors for the building of Sizewell C will be using roads not the sea to bring in
building materials. This will mean significant disruption to the surrounding area.

95

https://www.babergh.gov.uk/planning/housing-delivery/


Fressingfield Parish Council https://fressingfieldpc.org

He was asked if it was policy to close Children's Centres. No, but each one was
assessed for its overall effectiveness. He was unsure how extensive the outreach
work was from the centre in Eye. The success of the village primary school was
brought  to  the  councillors’  attention.  Fressingfield  Primary  School  is  ranked  5 th

among all Suffolk’s primary schools.  The ability of schools to succeed depends on
services for children with SEN being properly funded. GMcG agreed but said as in
all areas the county’s service had to work within the given financial constraints.

18.7 It was proposed that the minutes of the previous meeting (18/12/18) are a true
and accurate record of the meeting with one change. 18.9.3, second sentence. The
sentence  ‘The  group  is  preparing  advice  for  developers  based  on  its  housing
character appraisal.’ is incorrect. It should read, ‘The group is preparing advice for
developers  based on its  wider character  appraisal.’  The amended minutes  were
accepted unanimously.

18.8 Progress reports from last meeting

18.8.1 Clerk’s  report:   The clerk  has discovered how to  register  land with  the  Land
Registry. However, the contents of the folder with the title deeds to the playing
field are confusing to the untrained eye. It was agreed that RT would join the
clerk to work through the documents and clear a path towards registering the
land. Clerk to arrange a meeting with RT

Councillors have had various meetings with the owner of the village shop to find
solutions  to  irresponsible  disposal  of  dog  mess  bags.  Currently,  some  dog
owners use the ordinary litter bins outside the shop. After discussions, it was
agreed to conduct a publicity campaign using Six Sense, websites and posters
and investigate sites for putting up additional bins for dog mess bags.

ToL to coordinate publicity campaign. 
Clerk to investigate possible bin sites.

In February, Clerk to attend a briefing on organising May’s council elections.
Clerk to report back at next meeting.

There was no progress to report on the erection of pedestrian barriers in the 
alleyway behind Old Forge. 

Clerk instructed to make some progress within the month (i.e. for the next
full council meeting) or local action will be considered.

18.8.2 Good  neighbours’  scheme  :  AV  circulated  a  report  on  the  extent  of  support
schemes organised by the three churches. The support is extensive but mainly
confined to church members. It  was agreed that AV would arrange a further
meeting of  interested parties to  draw up a statement  describing  the support
available  and  publicise  it  beyond  the  congregations  (via  websites  and  Six
Sense).
(NB AV left the meeting at 8.50pm due to ill-health.)

18.8.3 Chairman’s report:

Once the clerk has attended the election briefing on 21/1/19, it will be 
important advertise the elections and make the arrangements necessary 
for the election of a full council. Using the websites and Six Sense are the 
most obvious ways of doing the advertising. There have been no enquiries 
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about joining the council to see how it works, as a result of the article placed in 
the December edition of Six Sense.

GD has organised further planting and clearing at the cemetery including trees in
the oak grove for each villager who died during WW2. These new trees will have
plaques. Purchase of 60 or 70 hornbeam will be needed (from funds already 
allocated). GD to buy and arange a planting party.

18.9 Council re-organisation. The chairman moved this item to a later date due to the
importance of other items on the agenda. 

18.10 Planning

1) Planning application - DC/19/00053 - The Firs, New Street, Fressingfield
Councillors. Having studied the comprehensive documentation with this 
application, the council feels that the changes will be appropriate 
enhancements to the house. The renovation and upgrading of prominent 
buildings such as this are important in maintaining the character of the 
village. Application supported.

2) Planning appeal - AP/18/00131 - Hempden House, Church Street, 
Fressingfield 

a) This house, if built, would appear to have been shoe-horned into a 
narrow site… 

b) … Other road users, mainly pedestrians and cyclists, would be put at 
serious risk by vehicles manoeuvring to get into or leave the site.

Appeal opposed

18.11 Finance

18.11.1 Cheques for payment were scrutinised and authorised. 

18.11.2 The financial report based on the appended summary – receipts and payments
since the last meeting; bank reconciliation; and budget plan compared to actuals
was received and agreed to be accurate.

18.11.3 Adjustments were discussed and made to the budget plan for 2019-2020. It was
proposed to accept the budget plan. Agreed unanimously. This plan was used to
complete  the  precept  form.  This  was  signed  and  emailed  to  BMSDC  on
21/01/19. (All the documents are attached.)

Councillors discussed the street light renewal project. It was agreed to go ahead
quickly with this. 

Clerk to get a clear suggestions and prices from Pearce and Kemp.

18.11.4 The council  discussed the merits  and demerits of  using Unity  Trusts on line
banking service. Just as with a cheque book service, online banking will have
one person to submit a payment (normally the clerk) and two from the list of
councillors to authorise the payment. The system will not allow the same person
to summit and authorise a payment.There will be the usual scrutiny of invoices
for payment.  Some regular payments will  be set  up as standing orders.  The
council  saw the  benefits  of  this  secure,  speedy  and  paperless  system.  The
council agreed unanimously to set it up.
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18.12 Correspondence. A new system has been introduced to use a Google Drive folder
to store correspondence. The agenda for the next full council meeting is circulated
by email. That email will also have a link to that month’s correspondence. 

Councillors briefly discussed this new system and thought it was a good change. 

Information was circulated about a vehicle collision near Jubliee Corner. Councillors
agreed  that  collating  this  information  should  be  done  by  the  clerk  using  an
overlay for Parish On-line maps.

18.13 Matters of information brought by the chairman or councillors:  Concern has
been raised about the lack of training and comfidence inusing the defibrillator.  A
suggestion has been made that now it has been installed, the council should arrange
training and encourage as amny reisdents as possible to attend. The council agrees
with suggestion.  Clerk to investigate.

The chairman reminded councillors of a tradition that towards the end of a council’s
four year ‘life,’ councillors and partners would go out for a meal. The Fox and Goose
was proposed and unanimously agreed. The clerk confirmed that no council money
could be used for this. Despite that, the clerk was asked to join the end of office
meal.

The meeting closed at 9.55pm

18.14 Signed:            

Chairman Date
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